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WELCOME TO FALL SEMESTER! 
As I write this, the fall census enrollment numbers have come out. We are slightly down in headcount (2,409
this year as compared to 2,417 last year on this date); however, we are up in student credit hours generated
(12,234 this year as compared to 12,101 last year on this date). Additionally, we are up in Valencia degree-seekers
(630 as compared to 557 last year on this date). Remember that last fall, we were up about 50 degree-seekers as
well. So, we are moving in the right direction! Lastly, we are down in ABQ students (867 as compared to 933
last year on this date). I do not feel badly about this at all because those numbers are not sustainable, and we
should not rely on them. I feel like I can see those extra seventy-three VA degree-seekers on campus, with more
foot traffic and presence.  
 
Even though the term has just started, we will begin planning for spring soon! Please work with your chair on
the spring schedule. Registration will open on November 2.  

Remember that Hispanic Heritage Month kicks off on September 15, with a celebration in the main courtyard
from 11am to 1pm, with events running through October 28. Also, the opening reception for the Stephanie
Lerma art exhibit in the gallery is September 17 from 4pm to 6pm. (The show runs from September 4 through
October 9.) 
 
Lastly, I want to welcome Michael Carriere as the new manager for the Next Steps: Adult Education program.
The committee interviewed four candidates, and Michael was by far the most qualified. He has been acting as
the interim manager since Susan Yasenka left on June 30, and he has many years of experience with our
program. Congratulations Michael! 

Dean and Interim Chancellor Update 
Dr. Laura Musselwhite
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Layered textiles, translucent surfaces, printmaking, embroidery, sewing, and found materials
function as an evolving archive where personal histories intersect with collective experience.
Architectural forms, fences, jars, utensils, and suspended threads become metaphors for
protection, containment, connection, and resilience. Audio recordings gathered through
witness extend the work beyond the gallery, inviting visitors to contribute their own stories.
Together, these works ask how acts of care become records of belonging that endure across
generations. Exhibition dates are September 4 through 25. 

FAFDM Update 
Dr. Laura Musselwhite
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THE FINE ARTS, FILM, AND DIGITAL MEDIA DIVISION 
has been seeing some improvements over in the Business and Technology building.
Thank you for your patience as the work wraps up. Most areas are completed,
although not everything may be moved back into place yet. We are waiting on some
lighting in the Ceramics studio and some additional ventilation, but things should
be finished soon. We moved the Ceramics classes to second eight weeks, just to be
safe.  

Alexa Wheeler currently has a solo exhibition up at ARC Gallery in Chicago 
The show, entitled "kept + carried," examines how care is inherited, performed, and
remembered through the ordinary objects and rituals of domestic life. Drawing from family
photographs, German folk traditions, household vessels, and stories gathered through
community participation, the work considers the labor historically assigned to women:
preserving, nourishing, mending, witnessing, and carrying memory forward. 

Currently in the UNM-Valencia Fine Arts Gallery is “tender,” by artist Stephanie
Lerma. The show runs from September 4 through October 9, with the opening
reception on September 17 from 4pm to 6pm. The upcoming show will be
Comanche Highway: Sounding Genizari in Contemporary New Mexico, which will
run from September 28 through October 16. 

More FAFDM on the next page.

https://www.arcgallery.org/exhibitions-archive/alexa-wheeler




Division Personnel Changes 
Arrivals 

Welcome to Dr. Chandan Kumar, joining us for the first time in FA26 as an
Adjunct Professor of Engineering. 
Welcome (back!) to Michelle Godfrey, who joined us in Spring 2026 as an Adjunct
Professor of Mathematics. 
Welcome to Dr. Saulo Orizaga, who joined us in Spring 2026 as an Adjunct
Professor of Mathematics and Engineering. 
Welcome to J’Sean Tyler, joining our division in FA26 as an Adjunct Professor of
Computer Science. 

Departures 
Professor Clifton Murray retired from our campus in Spring 2026. Thank you so
much, Clifton, for your service to our division and our students. (Note: Picture
included below from May 2026 at Clifton’s retirement party) 

 
Tenure and Promotion 

Precious Andrew and Andy Taylor will be submitting their dossiers and going up
for tenure and promotion to Associate Professor this academic year.  

Andy Taylor
Mathematics, Engineering, Computer Science Division Update 
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FACULTY ROSTER
Computer Science Faculty 

Hamim Md Adal, Assistant Professor of Math and Computer Science 
Andisheh Dadashi, Associate Professor of Computer Science 
J’Sean Tyler, Adjunct Professor of Computer Science 

Engineering Faculty 
Chandan Kumar, Adjunct Professor of Engineering 
Saulo Orizaga, Mathematics/Engineering Adjunct Professor 

Mathematics Faculty 
Precious Andrew, Assistant Professor of Mathematics 
Michael Gonzales, Assistant Professor of Mathematics 
Cynthia (Cindi) Goodman, Assistant Professor of Mathematics 
Andy Taylor, Chair, Assistant Professor of Mathematics 
Nicklos Lucas, Adjunct Professor of Mathematics 
Michelle Godfrey, Adjunct Professor of Mathematics 
James Farslow, Adjunct Professor of Mathematics 
Edric Chavez, Adjunct Professor of Mathematics 
Jacob McKenney, Adjunct Professor of Mathematics 
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UPDATES FROM SPRING, SUMMER, AND FALL 2026 
Spring 2026 

Precious Andrew presented at the CNM CTL conference in January 2026 on
“Seeing our Cultures through the Lens of Algebra: An Innovative College
Algebra Assignment,” and attended the NCTM conference in Indianapolis,
Indiana, in February 2026. 
Cynthia Goodman presents on the Pedagogical Partnership Program at the
68th Annual WSSA Conference in March 2026. 
Andisheh Dadashi won the “Open Communication and Assessment”
Teaching Excellence Award through CTL in April 2026. 
Pi Day was celebrated in March 2026. 

Summer and Fall 2026 
Michael Gonzales and Andy Taylor attended a Summer Institute for Active
Learning in Calculus at Chandler-Gilbert Community College in Chandler,
Arizona from 8/02–8/05. They, along with 40 other community college
mathematics faculty from all over the country, were sponsored by the Gates
Foundation through the American Mathematical Association of Two-Year
Colleges (AMATYC), to be a part of Project Delta. They’ll be working with
several other faculty in a CCOL through Summer 2027 in order to integrate
new active learning techniques into their Calculus 1 courses and improve
student success rates. 
Michelle Godfrey revamped our Math 100 assessments in a redesign aimed at
further improving student success rates in Math 1215. 
Michael Gonzales and Andy Taylor will be hosting a joint conference at
UNM-Valencia with the Mathematical Association of America (MAA) SW
and NMMATYC in Spring 2027. 

day



Princess Donut

ANICCA COX 
is on research leave and somehow is busier than ever. When not doing
community engaged research (not on her original research plan but life
had other ideas) she’s just obsessed with her garden. This year’s star: the
crazy long beans. They came from donated seeds at the Valencia
Campus garden (yes, this is a plug for everyone to get involved and
support that).  

Humanities Division Update 
Ana June

NOVELLAS & IMPROV & KITTENS & DONUTS & GIGANTIC BEANS & PRAXIS CIRCLES & A PUBLIC READING....OH MY
JUSTIN BENDELL
“I am finding moments of joy in the classroom this semester despite the heavy feeling in my heart about our
national slide toward fascism. On that note, I will be presenting (with Ana) at the TYCA-SW conference in
Austin this October on the topic of anti-fascist pedagogy. Also, don’t forget to reach out to me with union
questions at VPValencia@uaunm.org. I’m here to support/uplift ALL Valencia faculty and assure that their
issues are addressed. Lastly, I do not have a new kitten named Princess Donut, but I kind of wish I did.”

LAUREN PERRY-RUMMEL 
received the Distinguished
Faculty Award at CNM on
Friday, September 11! 🙂  She
also got a new kitten named
Princess Donut.  

PATRICIA GILLIKIN 
continued with another improv class at The Box Performance Space
and Improv Theatre, and she performed in a student showcase on
August 1. She’s found improv skills and activities useful in her
classroom and the Writing Center’s Language Conversation Group.
She also led improv warm up games at the August work party at the
UNM-Valencia Campus Community Garden. 

mailto:VPValencia@uaunm.org


THE MARIPOSA
FUND

ANA JUNE 
has a better handle on the Chair stuff,
and part of finding a good balance has
been to teach a 2H class and try to get
the major admin stuff done during the
first 8 weeks. This summer, she planted
the biggest garden she’s ever attempted
—25 tomato plants, 25 peppers, a bunch
of potatoes, sweet potatoes, beans....and
put in a big greenhouse for year-round
production. She’s looking forward to
reading at Bad Mouth on September
19  with three other truly incredible
artists. In early October, she’s heading
to Austin with Justin to conduct a
Praxis Circle on anti-fascist teaching
and then in November, she’s looking
forward to a writing retreat with author
Ariel Gore in T or C. 

th

VICTORIANO CÁRDENAS 
is the Winner of Stephen Graham Jones Horror Novella Competition!
His novella, Casa de Sueños, should be published by Subito Press soon.
He writes: “It was really lovely working with my editor, Rachel Wood,
and I feel even better about the novella now than when I won the
contest. And I have a cover design!” In other milestones, Victoriano’s
pup Dio turned 2 on September 13! “So far, Dio knows how to sit,
shake, lie down, heel, jump, and stay. He can bark on command, too! I
really like Ronnie James Dio so Dio’s bark command word is SHOUT!  
I am so happy to have my stinky little guy, and I’m even more happy
he’s (almost) out of the crazy puppy/velociraptor stage!”



Tutoring Services Update 
Shalaine Castillo and Patricia Gillikin 
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UPDATED WEBPAGES 
The Pasos Resource Center would like to introduce you to our new and
improved tutoring websites! Our “home” page can be found at the
Tutoring Services website link. You can find more information regarding
our STEM Tutors at the STEM Tutoring website link, and more
information regarding our Writing Consultants at the Writing Center
tutoring website link. 

TRACCLOUD 
Through our updated webpages, your students can Schedule an
Appointment through our new scheduling system called TracCloud,
where access is granted using their UNM login credentials. In their
TracCloud dashboard, students can schedule appointments for STEM
tutoring, writing tutoring, and peer mentoring. They can also view and
print upcoming and previous appointments – which could be useful for
some of you who are willing to offer extra credit for tutoring support.  
We encourage you to encourage your students to come to Pasos and meet
with one of us for more help in TracCloud navigation and any other
support they may need. 

We also have an instructional guide on how to sign into TracCloud for
first-time users, and how to schedule an appointment. For more
information, please contact Shalaine Castillo at sbuck07@unm.edu or
505.925.0689

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvalencia.unm.edu%2Fcampus-resources%2Fpasos%2Ftutoring-services.html&data=05%7C02%7Csbuck07%40unm.edu%7Cf4443136bcca49cae24d08df03b4e3e7%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639233747616994381%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iQmR4vcByMW2O3oFIvbgfnpdiutvA1LieMKnwOLwLSs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvalencia.unm.edu%2Fcampus-resources%2Fpasos%2Fstem-tutoring.html&data=05%7C02%7Csbuck07%40unm.edu%7Cf4443136bcca49cae24d08df03b4e3e7%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639233747617054646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kDs%2FFLvZsh5SYQ9nBHSGdC3hyCVV8YLIyUDMGSnM9Ng%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvalencia.unm.edu%2Fcampus-resources%2Fpasos%2Fwriting-center.html&data=05%7C02%7Csbuck07%40unm.edu%7Cf4443136bcca49cae24d08df03b4e3e7%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639233747617083697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oExrSjW9jlQox2gA9gt1raR6N%2FI0oBlrvt%2BNwEHn53U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvalencia.unm.edu%2Fcampus-resources%2Fpasos%2Fwriting-center.html&data=05%7C02%7Csbuck07%40unm.edu%7Cf4443136bcca49cae24d08df03b4e3e7%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639233747617083697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oExrSjW9jlQox2gA9gt1raR6N%2FI0oBlrvt%2BNwEHn53U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftraccloud.go-redrock.com%2Fvalencia_unm%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csbuck07%40unm.edu%7Ce87628faeeb9478d5feb08df03c529ed%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639233817481639545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tLRtwsFK2O3ctaWGFrATnCB50Om1zfBkF1SYzsFnMqs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftraccloud.go-redrock.com%2Fvalencia_unm%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csbuck07%40unm.edu%7Ce87628faeeb9478d5feb08df03c529ed%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639233817481639545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tLRtwsFK2O3ctaWGFrATnCB50Om1zfBkF1SYzsFnMqs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:sbuck07@unm.edu


LATE NIGHT THURSDAYS 
The Pasos Resource Center will be open
until 7pm on Thursdays from September
3 through December 3 – except for Fall
Break and Thanksgiving Break. 

Peer Lead Soren June will be available for
any peer mentoring assistance and STEM
Tutor Aaron Parra-Erivez will be
available for biology, chemistry, math,
and Spanish tutoring support. 
For more information, please contact
Shalaine Castillo at sbuck07@unm.edu or
505.925.0689. 
  

CONFERENCE PRESENTATION 
Writing Consultant Pau Acosta-Marta and Patricia
Gillikin will present with Devon Hoffman and
Kathleen Pickering of the Valencia County Literacy
Council (VCLC) at the 2026 NM Adult Education
Conference on September 25. Their presentation,
“Raíces y Brotes: A Literacy Council and Writing
Center Connection," is about the ongoing
collaboration between the Writing Center and
VCLC. Through this work both the Writing Center
and VCLC have found many points of alignment in
their values--culturally responsive approaches, anti-
hierarchy, and grassroots community organizing—
and many ways they can learn from each other.  

mailto:sbuck07@unm.edu


LANGUAGE CONVERSATION GROUP  
For practice in Spanish and English, join us
in the UNM-Valencia Writing Center! We
meet on Mondays from noon to 1:00 pm. 
 
Para practicar en español e inglés,
¡Acompáñanos en el Centro de Escritura de
la UNM-Valencia! Nos reunimos los lunes
de 12 a 1 durante la sesión de otoño 2026. 

READING DISCUSSION GROUP 
Join us for an Audre Lorde Discussion
Group on Monday, September 14, from
1:00-2:00 p.m. at the UNM-Valencia Writing
Center. If you can’t attend in person, we
will also be on Zoom. For a digital copy of
the reading and/or the Zoom, email Patricia
Gillikin at gillikin@unm.edu. 
  
Únete al grupo de discusión sobre Audre
Lorde, lunes, 14 de septiembre, 1:00-2:00
p.m. en el Centro de Escritura de la UNM-
Valencia. Si no puede venir en persona,
puede asistir por medio de Zoom. Para una
copia digital de la lectura y/o enlace de
Zoom, envíe un correo electrónico a
Patricia Gilikin, gillikin@unm.edu. 

mailto:gillikin@unm.edu
mailto:gillikin@unm.edu


Library Update 
Barbara Lovato

KAT GULLAHORN PRESENTED
IN OTTOWA, ONTARIO, CANADA

MAKE THE LIBRARY YOUR SPACE 
Looking for a welcoming place to hold a class session, club meeting, study group, workshop, or
campus event? The UNM-Valencia Campus Library is available for more than studying. We’d love to
host you. All are encouraged to request use of library space for activities that bring the UNM
community together, support learning, and build community. Scan the QR Code below to Submit a
Library Space Request.
 

LIBRARY SERVICES 
The Library offers flexible information literacy instruction tailored to your course needs, including: 

In-class or Zoom instruction 
Instructional support for online courses 
Customized Canvas modules 
Assistance identifying readings, resources, and lesson materials 
Tours of Library collections and technologies 

Schedule library instruction: Email Kat Gullahorn or call 505-925-8993, or submit an online request. 

In August 2026, Kat Gullahorn traveled to
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, to present with
colleagues Amalia Giebitz and Stephen Morris
at the Annual Conference of the Association
for Bahá'í Studies North America. Their
session, Art as a System of Knowledge,
examined ACT (Arts-Integrated Creativity
Training) as a model for learner engagement
and a framework for creative inquiry,
synthesis, and insight generation. 
The presentation was well received and
generated meaningful discussion among
participants from diverse academic and
professional fields. 
The conference provided an opportunity to
share innovative work originating in our
region while building relationships with
scholars and practitioners from across North
America. The experience highlighted the value
of creative, interdisciplinary approaches to
learning and reinforced the positive impact
that community-centered educational research
can have beyond campus. 

Connect with a librarian through the UNM-Valencia Campus Library Virtual
Reference Desk. Tuesday–Thursday, noon–2 p.m., or by appointment. 

Schedule an appointment with a librarian   Questions? Text us at 505-916-1647 

NEED RESEARCH HELP?

mailto:krg@unm.edu
https://forms.gle/PwkfUd7c2TrRT4Pp8
https://unm.zoom.us/j/93910372104?pwd=AWcOIvLfVNrHetaajC38lkajRpuTTL.1
https://unm.zoom.us/j/93910372104?pwd=AWcOIvLfVNrHetaajC38lkajRpuTTL.1
https://calendly.com/krg-unm/research


POETRY CLUB
TUESDAYS AT NOON 
Curious minds wanted to join the Valencia Campus
Poetry Club!    The club meets every Tuesday at
noon in the library for poetry, creativity, and
conversation. No writing experience required. 

COMMUNITY GAME NIGHT  
SEPTEMBER 23, 4-6 PM 
Community Game Night returns this
semester in the Library. Hosted in
collaboration with the Game Design
Program, each event features a different
theme and prizes. On September 23, we'll
mark International Day of Sign Languages
with a special Community Game Night.
We hope you'll stop by and celebrate the
diversity of languages and communities
that enrich our campus.  The September
theme is language and culture. Food, drinks
will be provided. Students, faculty, staff,
families, and community members are all
welcome to join us for an evening of games,
good conversation, and friendly
competition - no gaming experience is
required. come enjoy a little mid-week
merriment with us! 

ASL SOCIALS 
TUESDAYS IN THE LIBRARY 
Build confidence. Practice ASL. Make connections.  
ASL Socials meets weekly   on Tuesdays from
4:30pm-5:30pm to support language learning
through real conversation. Come learn and connect
with fellow signers in a friendly, voice-off
environment. All signing levels are welcome.  We
will celebrate International Week of the Deaf and
IDSL on Sept 23rd in the library. Save the date to
join us for conversation, connection, and
community.  

ESL TUTORING ON THE RISE  Demand for ESL tutoring has more than doubled this
year, prompting the Valencia County Literacy
Council to expand services into the Library this
term. VCLC is a community-based nonprofit
dedicated to helping adults and families achieve their
educational and literacy goals.  We are proud to
partner with them in support of lifelong learning
throughout Valencia County. 
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