
ARTS 1230-501: Art Practices II - ONLINE with 
Synchronous Zoom sessions every week

Summer 2026

Prerequisites: Art Practices 1

Instructor: Professor Heyward

Email: sheyward@unm.edu

 

Course Modality:

Online- primarily asynchronous via Canvas, with select synchronous meetings on Zoom every 
Tuesday from 10:30 - 1p.

 

Meeting Times:

Synchronous Meeting Times: Tues. 10:30 - 1p.

 

Office Hours

• Zoom / Virtual Office Hours:
Link: https://unm.zoom.us/my/professorheywardzoomroom    Password: 643114

Mondays 9-11, Thursdays 12-2.

• By appointment:
Email sheyward@unm.edu to schedule a meeting outside of the posted hours
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Division Contact

FAFDM Chair: Dean of Instruction Dr. Laura Musselwhite lmusselwhite@unm.edu

 

COURSE CONTENT

This is an interdisciplinary course, exploring the processes, ideas, and diverse media of visual 
arts. The course addresses the thematic concepts that are central to the nature of art making 
today. This semester’s assignments will investigate issues of MOTIVE and CHANGE. A slide 
lecture, an assigned reading, and a short response paper will accompany each project. Students 
are encouraged to approach each project with the materials they feel are most appropriate. Visual 
problem solving will be emphasized throughout the course, in addition to an in-depth exploration 
of various materials and the nature of artistic meaning.

 

Course Objectives

By completing this course students will be able to:

1. demonstrate how motive and change can be used to communicate ideas in visual art.
2. produce two-dimensional, three-dimensional, and time-based art works.
3. develop a research practice that informs the development of art works.
4. critically analyze works of art.

 

Teaching and Learning Strategies

This is an in-person class with a web component using Canvas, UNM’s online learning platform. 
In-person lectures, demonstrations, slide shows, assignments, sketchbook exercises, reading 
discussion forums, critiques, and regular one-on-one discussions with the instructor and GA will 
be used as the learning tools in this class.

 

SUPPLIES & EQUIPMENT

Required Text 
Assigned readings will be available on our UNM Canvas course page. How to OPT OUT of the 
Course Materials Plan or switch plans.
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Required Materials 
Supplies available for purchase (if you do not already have them):

• A quality sketchbook to utilize for this course - no lined paper, this has to be an artist 
grade sketchbook

• Sketchbook writing utensils such as pens and pencils
• Assignments will follow a variety of prompts that leave projects open to any materials. 

Acquire supplies as you need for each assignment. 
This list is a starting point and will change depending on the types of artworks each student 
decides to make. Supplies can be purchased at UNM Bookstores or Artisan (Monte Vista @ 
Richmond) but will not be needed until Week 4 of the class.

 

Where to Buy:

• UNM-Valencia Campus Bookstore
280 La Entrada Rd.

Los Lunas, NM 87031

 

• Artisan Santa Fe
(in Nob Hill, Albuquerque/UNM Main)

3017 Monte Vista Blvd NE, Albuquerque NM 87106

505 256 4540

Bring syllabus and ID in case they need them for student discounts

 

• Online Retailers:
Blick Art Supplies, Jerrysartarama, Utrecht Art Supplies, Amazon

*Hobbylobby, Walmart, Michael’s, and the likes will have some supplies but not all. Fine Arts 
supplies more unique to specific mediums like drawing and high quality grade drawing paper 
used for projects will have to be sourced through UNM Valencia or Artisan Santa Fe. 
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Lab Fee

All students have already paid their lab fees for this class, which will be used to provide some of 
the materials needed and use of the classroom facilities. If you are having trouble affording 
course materials, please come speak to me or send me an email: sheyward@unm.edu.

 

Web Enhancement and Technical Support

Course information including syllabus, course schedule, assignments, reading, and links will be 
posted on the UNM Canvas course site. You can access the class site by logging in with your 
UNM net ID and password. Technical assistance can be found at: 
UNM Learn Tech Support 505-277-0857 or learn@unm.edu 
Media/Video Support 505-277-0857 or Toll Free 1-877-688-8817 or media@unm.edu

 

CLASS REQUIREMENTS

Attendance 
This course is being taught online, meaning that all content will be offered online via Canvas. 
Students are expected to complete and participate in all course materials turning their work in 
using Canvas. Students are expected to attend the eight synchronous class periods located on the 
schedule.

Tracking Course Activity  
Canvas automatically records all students’ activities including: your first and last access to the 
course, the pages you have accessed, the number of discussion messages you have read and sent, 
web conferencing, discussion text, and posted discussion topics. This data can be accessed by the 
instructor to evaluate class participation and to identify students having difficulty. Please note: 
Failure to log onto Canvas during by the end of the first week of class will be dropped from the 
course. 

 

Participation
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Class participation is a large part of your final grade. Participation is demonstrated first by 
attendance (showing up to Canvas discussions and synchronous sessions on time), then by 
listening, taking notes, responding to, and asking questions, and interacting respectfully with 
others in group activities, critiques, and discussions. Students are expected to attend class 
prepared by having completed any readings and assignments and ask questions when needing 
clarification on anything. Please see attendance policy for more details on how attendance plays 
a role in your grade. 

 

Studio Assignments 
Studio Assignments are the art projects you create throughout the course. Each module has a 
different theme and set of Learning Objectives that build on the previous module. Reading 
Discussions and Sketchbook Assignments will be given for each Module. All Studio 
Assignments, Sketchbook Assignments, and Reading Discussion posts will be turned in using 
our Canvas course page. Please check the schedule weekly for these dates as they are a required 
part of your grade for each assignment.

 

Sketchbook Assignments

A consistent sketchbook practice is essential. Each module’s studio assignment is supported by 
sketchbook work—this may include research notes, idea maps, development sketches, technique 
exercises, and observation studies. Follow each module’s requirements and deadlines; catching 
up last minute is not possible.

 

In-Progress Critiques

In progress critique assignments provide an important opportunity for peer feedback before a 
studio assignment is due. You will be asked to showcase the progress of your studio assignment 
which often includes the artwork itself alongside a series of questions you will be asked to 
prepare based on prompts. In-progress critiques can also can include: the sketches/studies for the 
assignment, material studies or practice, research notes, source materials, etc.

 

Written Work and Discussion Posts 
When turning in in your Studio Assignments, a written components are often due with it. These 
written works should follow the prompts given in substantive and thoughtful reflections. Typed, 
MLA format is required for submissions and word documents / pdfs are the preferred document 
file for submission. To write successful statements, you should follow the guidelines on Canvas. 
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Student Drop-in Hours 
I am committed to your success in this class and to that end, am always willing to make myself 
available to meet with you. During this time, we can talk one-on-one about the class, discuss 
questions you might have, gain clarity on a topic, or talk about anything of importance to you. 
Please do not hesitate to ask for a meeting. Zoom drop in hours are listed at the top of the 
syllabus and are offered by appointment as well. 

 

Netiquette 
Netiquette refers to a set of guidelines in online communication that help to ensure positive 
interactions. In this case specifically, these guidelines seek to make your online class a positive 
learning environment for everyone. For the guidelines UNM expects every student to follow 
please visit this link: https://canvasinfo.unm.edu/students/intro-to-canvas/netiquette.html

 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS AND SKILLS 
In order to participate and succeed in this class, you will need to be able to perform the following 
basic technical tasks:

• Use Canvas (help documentation located in “Help” > ”UNM Canvas Help Site” link on 
left Global Menu, and also at Online Student Documentation).

• Use email – including attaching files, opening files, downloading attachments
• Copy and paste within applications including Microsoft Office
• Open a hyperlink (click on a hyperlink to get to a website or online resource)
• Use Microsoft Office applications

◦ Create, download, update, save and upload MS Word documents
◦ Create, download, update, save and upload MS PowerPoint presentations
◦ Create, download, update, save and upload MS Excel spreadsheets
◦ Download, annotate, save and upload PDF files

• Use Adobe Creative Suite to access Adobe Portfolio to creative your final portfolio.
• Capability to scan and photograph images of artwork and sketchbook pages to post to 

Canvas. Scanners are accessible in UNM libraries and computer labs.
 

Computer

• A high-speed Internet connection is highly recommended.
• Supported browsers include: Detailed Supported Browsers and Operating Systems
• Any computer capable of running a recently updated web browser should be sufficient to 

access your online course.  However, bear in mind that processor speed, amount of RAM 
and Internet connection speed can greatlyaffect performance. Many locations offer free 
high-speed Internet access including UNM’s Computer Pods.

• Microsoft Office products are available free for all UNM students (more information on 
the UNM IT Software Distribution and Downloads page)
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For UNM Canvas Technical Support: (505) 277-0857 (24/7) or visit the Canvas Info Site

Canvas outages: Unexpected Canvas system outages are rare but, if they occur, you should 
receive a notice from UNM IT and I will follow with a message advising everyone on how to 
proceed.

 

 

EVALUATION AND GRADING

Expectations

• Students complete and turn in all assignments promptly.
• Students engage authentically with each project and push yourself to grow creatively.
• Students actively and respectfully participate in class discussions and critiques.
• Students work, draw, and read for this class at least 12 - 20 hours each week.

◦ (The lengthy amount of time required for summer courses is double due to the 
course being taught in 1/2 the time of a 16-week course)

• Students maintain a research sketchbook submitted for regular review.
 

Studio Assignment Grading Rubric

Each assignment will be graded using the rubric attached to the module on Canvas. Please 
review each rubric carefully before starting each assignment. Look for the written feedback 
instructor has provided for each assignment on Canvas. Contact the instructor directly and 
promptly to discuss a grade given to you on a project. Refer to each specific assignment grading 
rubric and directions/guidelines on Canvas for details.

 

Final Grade

Studio Assignments (4 @ 10 points each)                    40

Research Presentation (1 @ 10 points)                        10

Reading Discussion Posts (4 @ 6 points each)            30

Sketchbook Assignments (4 @ 5 points each)             20

Total:                                                                               100

 

Grading Turnaround and Lateness
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• All assignments must be submitted via the assignment module following the directions to 
receive credit. Studio Assignments, Sketchbook, and Discussion Posts can be submitted 
anytime during the week prior to the submission deadline but are due by 11:59p of 
assignment due date.

• Assignments will be graded within 7 days of critique.
• If you are having difficulties keeping up with the course work, please contact your 

instructor immediately. If you are having difficulties accessing the course materials online 
due to lack of internet or proper equipment, contact instructor as there are resources 
available to help.

• Students are allowed to turn in TWO late assignments up to seven days past the original 
due date. All other late work will result in a 0 for the assignment and will not be accepted. 
It is important for student success that deadlines are kept and met for the learning and 
professionalism that is required by college courses. 

 

Credit Hour Statement 
This is a three credit-hour course. Class meets for two two-hour and forty five-minute sessions of 
direct instruction for fifteen weeks during the semester. Please plan for a minimum of six hours of 
out-of-class work (or homework, study, assignment completion, and class preparation) each 
week.

 

STANDARD UNIVERSITY REQUIREMENTS 

Accommodations

UNM is committed to providing equitable access to learning opportunities for students with 
documented disabilities. As your instructor, it is my objective to facilitate an inclusive classroom 
setting, in which students have full access and opportunity to participate. To engage in a 
confidential conversation about the process for requesting reasonable accommodations for this 
class and/or program, please contact Accessibility Resource Center at arcsrvs@unm.edu or by 
phone at 505-277-3506.

 

Connecting to Campus and Finding Support 
UNM has many resources and centers to help you thrive, including opportunities to get involved, 
mental health resources, academic support such as tutoring, resource centers for people like you, 
free food at Lobo Food Pantry, and jobs on campus. Your advisor, staff at the resource centers 
and Dean of Students, and I can help you find the right opportunities for you. 

 

Citizenship and/or Immigration Status
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All students are welcome in this class regardless of citizenship, residency, or immigration 
status. Your professor will respect your privacy if you choose to disclose your status. UNM as an 
institution has made a core commitment to the success of all our students, including members of 
our undocumented community. The Administration’s welcome is found on our website: http://
undocumented.unm.edu/.

 
 
Health and Wellness

If you do need to stay home due to illness or are experiencing a wellness challenge, please take 
advantage of the resources below. You can communicate with me at jlovell@unm.edu and I can 
work with you to provide alternatives for course participation and completion. Let me, an 
advisor, or another UNM staff member know that you need support so that we can connect you 
to the right resources. UNM is a mask friendly, but not a mask required, community. If you are 
experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, please do not come to class. You may contact Student 
Health and Counseling (SHAC) at (505) 277-3136 if you are having active respiratory symptoms 
(e.g., fever, cough, sore throat, etc.) AND need testing for COVID-19; OR If you recently tested 
positive and may need oral treatment, call SHAC. LoboRESPECT Advocacy Center (505) 
277-2911 can offer help with contacting faculty and managing challenges that impact your UNM 
experience.

 

Incompletes  
Incompletes will only be considered under extraordinary circumstances and in accordance with 
UNM policies. Please see the UNM catalog for policies. It is the student’s responsibility to 
contact me immediately if there are circumstances preventing the student from completing their 
work.

 

Land Acknowledgement 
Founded in 1889, the University of New Mexico sits on the traditional homelands of the Pueblo 
of Sandia. The original peoples of New Mexico Pueblo, Navajo, and Apache since time 
immemorial, have deep connections to the land and have made significant contributions to the 
broader community statewide. We honor the land itself and those who remain stewards of this 
land throughout the generations and also acknowledge our committed relationship to Indigenous 
peoples. We gratefully recognize our history.

 

Respectful Conduct Expectations 
I am committed to building with you a positive classroom environment in which everyone can 
learn. I reserve the right to intervene and enforce standards of respectful behavior when 
classroom conduct is inconsistent with University expectations and/or our classroom community 
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agreement. Interventions and enforcement may include but are not limited to required meetings 
to discuss classroom expectations, written notification of expectations, and/or removal from a 
class meeting. Removal from a class meeting will result in an unexcused absence. More than 
three unexcused absences may result in permanent removal and a drop from the course (see 
attendance policy). The University of New Mexico ensures freedom of academic inquiry, free 
expression and open debate, and a respectful campus through adherence to the following 
policies: D75: Classroom Conduct, Student Code of Conduct, University Policy 2240 – 
Respectful Campus, University Policy 2210 – Campus Violence. 

 

Responsible Learning and Academic Honesty 
Cheating and plagiarism (academic dishonesty) are often driven by lack of time, desperation, or 
lack of knowledge about how to identify a source. Communicate with me and ask for help, even 
at the last minute, rather than risking your academic career by committing academic dishonesty. 
Academic dishonesty involves claiming that work created by another source is your own original 
work. It is a Student Code of Conduct: https://pathfinder.unm.edu/code-of-conduct.html violation 
that can lead to a disciplinary procedure. When you use a resource in work submitted for this 
class, document how you used it and distinguish clearly between your original work and the 
material taken from the resource.

 

Title IX 
Our classroom and university should always be spaces of mutual respect, kindness, and support, 
without fear of discrimination, harassment, or violence. If you ever need assistance or have 
concerns about incidents that violate this principle, please access campus support resources. 
These include confidential services at LoboRESPECT Advocacy Center, the Women’s Resource 
Center, and the LGBTQ Resource Center. The University of New Mexico prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of sex (including gender, sex stereotyping, gender expression, and 
gender identity). UNM faculty and graduate teaching assistants are considered “responsible 
employees.” “Responsible employees” must communicate reports of sexual harassment, sexual 
misconduct and sexual violence to Compliance, Ethics and Equal Opportunity. For more 
information on the campus policy regarding sexual misconduct, reporting, and reporting for 
“responsible employees,” please see UAP 2720 and UAP 2740.

If you are pregnant or experiencing a pregnancy related condition, you may contact UNM’s 
Office of Compliance, Ethics and Equal Opportunity at ceeo@unm.edu. The CEEO staff will 
provide you with access to available resources and supportive measures and assist you in 
understanding your rights.

-
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