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TO MY FACULTY COLLEAGUES: 

CHANCELLOR'S REPORT
Dr. Samuel "Sam" Dosumu
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Chancellor’s Office Suite remodeling is completed and the chancellor has moved back to his
office. Housed in the suite is the HR Administrator and the Executive Assistant to the
Chancellor.
Chancellors Taos Retreat 

The 4 UNM chancellors held a retreat at UNM Taos. Had the opportunity to tour UNM-
Taos’ “The HIVE”, a facility similar to UNM Valencia’s Workforce Training Center. The
HIVE houses the small business development center, as well as a computer lab for
conducting skills workplace skills training.

Success Team Updates
The UNM Valencia Success Team Initiative is underway. Every new student to college (first
time in college) is assigned a success team. The role of the team is to serve as a strong
support network for the student, with someone to go to for ANY institutional needs. The
goal is to reach our students before they become at-risk and withdraw from college.
Chancellor Dosumu met with the Success Team members to assess opportunities for
improvement and learn of how the project is meeting its objectives. Team members
attended and gave the chancellor a lot of suggestions as the initiative moves into Spring 2024

NM Transfer Summit 
The annual New Mexico Transfer Summit was held at CNM on October 6th. The Higher
Education Department shared data on the transfer picture across higher education.
The summit also included breakout sessions ranging from Dual Credit to Assessment.
In attendance was Chancellor Dosumu, Dean Musselwhite, and Armando Bustamante,
Director of EMSS

ACCT Conference 
Chancellor Dosumu, and Advisory Board Chair Paul Luna attended the 2023 Association of
Community College Trustees (ACCT) in Las Vegas, NV. Both attended sessions on Board
retreats, Success Coach models, CTE programming, and more. It is an annual conference for
college trustees and their college leadership, where topics critical to community colleges are
discussed and relationships are established.
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Tour of Santa Fe Nursing and labs 
A tour of the Nursing and Health
facility at Santa Fe Community
College is planned for October. 
The UNM College of Nursing
Simulation Lab in Albuquerque was
toured by Chancellor Dosumu, Dean
Musselwhite, Joseph Poole and Tim
Gutierrez to view how their facility
promotes and supports Nursing
education; it is one of the models
UNM Valencia is considering as plans
are in the works to revamp our
Nursing facility

RPSP Hearings 
The HED will be conducting RPSP
Hearings in October. The hearings
allow colleges to present their
research project needs and update the
LFC on how current projects are
being implemented. UNM Valencia
will be presenting on the Nursing
Expansion Program.
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Dr. Laura Musselwhite
DEAN OF INSTRUCTION REPORT

As we pass midterm, I hope that your semester is going well. We have many new faces
and new initiatives on campus this fall. Armando Bustamante and the Enrollment

Management and Student Success staff are meticulously mapping the student experience
in partnership with the PASOS team as we seek to optimize the benefits that students
receive through their application and admissions processes. We have already initiated a

student success team and success coach model – big thanks to all faculty who participate
as mentors – and we are looking to refine that model, along with ongoing refinement of
current initiatives such as program mapping and placement redesign. The partnership of

academic affairs and student affairs is meaningful and important to the lives of our
students. This is an exciting time for UNM-Valencia!

Fall enrollment currently stands at 2,419, which is the highest it has been in years. We all
play a role in guiding these students to transfer and graduation, and I am so proud of

every person’s involvement in that journey. I had a student come in the other day to do a
strange thing: tell me something wonderful that had happened to them in class. This is a
non-traditional student who comes by to chat periodically, and the last time I had seen
her, she was just about to visit her English teacher during office hours to get help on an
essay. She reported that after that meeting, she would go to the Learning Commons for

tutoring, plus show the essay to one of her mentors on the PASOS staff. The day she
came back to talk, she wanted to let me know that, despite her worries, she had received

all possible points on that essay. She was so thrilled and so proud, as was I. The true
beauty of it was that she had a campus family, a team, that had been there for her every
step of the way. That is what I hope for each of our 2,419 students, and that is the work

we put in every day. 

Lastly, please be aware that I will be out of
town from November 1 through November 8.
In a former life, my husband and I used to run

a film festival in Rome, Georgia. We are
taking a road trip back to be honored as the
“founding mother and father” of the festival
on its twentieth anniversary. Here is some

photographic evidence from 2010. 
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Social Sciences Update
The semester is off to a great start! Cheryl Bryan is participating in the Student Experience Project (SEF) this year, which is funded through a grant
on Central Campus.According to the Provost website, “SEP offers faculty easily implemented tools to support students in the classroom by creating
an inclusive environment for resilience and persistence. Research-based SEP tools allow faculty and departments to target inequitable outcomes by

improving the classroom climate for student success” (https://provost.unm.edu/initiatives/lobos-connect.html). It is exciting to learn about the
classroom climate—what motivates students to learn and what some of the challenges they may face during the semester. There are three Ascend

reports (beginning, middle, and end of the semester), where students are asked about items such as belonging in the classroom, their self-efficacy, and
support of growth mindset.Students scored high in all of those areas. There is also personal information, such as whether a student is secure with

basic needs. While some of you know this, it was surprising to learn that one-third of her class stated they were insecure in basic needs. This is what
they are working on currently, because, as we know, without basic needs met, it can be hard to concentrate on learning.

If you are interested, they ask for SEP applications every year and it is a great avenue to learn tools to improve resilience and persistence in our
students!

Cheryl
GREETINGS FROM SOCIAL SCIENCES!

I am happy to announce that Dr. Tressa
Berman’s essay for the exhibition

catalogue Guillermo Bert: The Journey
has been published by the Nevada

Museum of Art. The exhibition, for
which she served as curatorial advisor to

the artist, will be on view at NMA
through February 4, 2024. If interested

to learn more, the copies of the
catalogue can be purchased through

shop.nevadaart.org.
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NOTES FROM THE HUMANITIES
DIVISION Justin Bendell,

Chair of Humanities

Liz Axelrod (MFA, PT English) has a busy month: On October 18th she & her wife will be presenting The Butterfly and the Caterpillar: A
Transgender Acceptance Project at SUNY Westchester Community College that concentrates on educating college staff and faculty about the

pressures and issues the Transgender Community faces and offers pedagogical methodology and resources to support the community. Her poem
"Warm Day" was accepted for Walt's Corner, The Long Island Journal edited by George Wallace, & she has two upcoming Zoom Poetry Readings:

Wednesday, November 8th sponsored by Poets & Writers Magazine, & Tuesday, November 7th with Three Rooms Press. 

Justin Bendell (English) will be presenting “How I Work: A Story of Creative Chaos in Five or Six Parts” on November 15 at 12:00 pm in SCC 200
while you eat your lunch. Here’s the synopsis (though keep in mind that, given his Piscean nature, Justin is eternally slippery about sticking to initial

plans):

One thing I’ve learned this past year: I love toucans. I can watch toucans eat bananas on a webcam for hours. Or at least, minutes. Another thing I’ve
learned is that I can neither create art nor conduct research in a linear fashion. To wit,  I requested a course release to draft a biography of noir

fiction luminary Dorothy B. Hughes. The course release was granted, and I got to work in Summer 2022 writing and carrying out said research. This
biography project—first ambitious, then tentative, and finally, abandoned, took dozens of turns, all of them necessary. Did I ultimately draft this

biography? No. Would I have liked to? Yes, if conditions were right. But how can we forecast when the conditions in our life will be right? My
presentation will tell a story of creative chaos in five or six parts. How does a straight-forward biography project morph into half a dozen short

stories, a meta-cognitive essay about process & death, a podcast about first drafts, & a novel about a post-apocalyptic rat-man? Come to my
presentation and I’ll tell you.

Natalie Sheppard (English) presented a chapter from her dissertation at the PCA/ACA (Pop Culture Association/ American Culture Association)
Regional Conference in New Orleans on September 28. The chapter/presentation is called “Albatrosses All the Way Down: Chaos and Corruption in

Nick Hayes’ Rime of the Modern Mariner” and was part of a panel on poetry in pop culture. Natalie is also taking over as the Adjunct Committee
Chair for the next two years, which is awesome!

5



NOTES FROM THE HUMANITIES
DIVISION Justin Bendell,

Chair of Humanities

In other news. . .
Last August, the Fine Arts department took an inadvertent field trip to southern California where the road on which they were traversing
literally melted off the continent. Our faculty spent several weeks floating assertively on an unusually buoyant asphalt slab in the eastern

Pacific. Having received a telegram last week, the English department rented a van to Laguna Beach where we picked up the Fine Arts
faculty along with several pieces of equipment they’d gathered from the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, including, inexplicably, a fully

functional 3-D printing machine.

Frederich Gansboro (Linguistics) published an essay on “Tobacco Semantics & Self-Talk in the Swamp-Cultures of Eastern Monrovia/My
Mind” in preeminent journal of linguistics The Words We Know. The essay—part fable, part memoir, mostly lies—has been read by three

people, two of them being Frederich’s ex-editors.

Mags Mikoi (English) attended the Canadian Rhetorician Convergence in Toronto. The good thing is that their work on the “Quixotic
Nature of Pre-17th century Tree Blossom Poetics” was well-attended. 100% attendance, in fact. The bad thing is that the conference was

taking place in Vancouver, not Toronto.

Erica Mrandel (Fine Arts) constructed a life-size golden eagle comprised of Rice Krispies, cellophane, and tremendous amounts of glue.
She gifted this statuette to a local toddler who promptly ate one-third of it. We are no longer allowed to gift glue-based statuettes to

children.

According to the Spanish Department, several faculty are engaged in bilingual necromancy, the pursuit of “vague medieval objectives,”
conscious and willful dispersal of “ignorance-ending promises,” and the “eradication all isms and most phobias.” This work will continue

until somebody organizes an ad hoc committee to stop them.

In September, English faculty member Saddle Tetch hitchhiked to Alaska to compete in the National Zucchini Growers’ Grow-Off /4th
Annual Arm-Wrestling Situational . His zucchini, named Theodore, came in third. His arm, also named Theodore, came in sixth.
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Link for the PDF
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https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/mgonza79_unm_edu/EUvATwls2QxMq_Bs8K1vtaEBnzgNo727g9I1y_OTOAzTBg?e=YTej0p
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