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Dr. Laura Musselwhite
DEAN OF INSTRUCTION REPORT
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Welcome to Fall Semester! It has been wonderful to see everyone, and I am happy
to see so many students back on campus. I hope your semester has gotten off to a
great start. I also hope you have had a chance to see the new artwork on campus.
We will have two pieces as a product of the state 1% for the Arts program. The

first piece (Roadrunner by Jose Varela) is located in the Administration
courtyard. 

There are lots of exciting initiatives on campus this fall.
We have two new grants (ENROLL and the NEH grant

“Centering Humanities Curriculum around Cultural
Relevance at a Small, Rural, Hispanic-Serving

Institution”) that both address issues relevant to faculty.
ENROLL has six components, several of which involve

instruction, such as early college camps, embedded
tutoring/learning support, and a revitalization of career
technical programming. We had our first early college

camps over the summer, and I want to give many thanks
to Rebekah Rendon and Lizeth Bustillos for teaching. We
are currently engaged in piloting embedded tutoring, and
I look forward to much great work as we move through
the year. The NEH grant focuses on the utilization of
culturally-sustaining curriculum as a framework for

community-engaged scholarship/pedagogy and
undergraduate research. There are seven faculty members
undertaking this work, which will be continuing for two

years. 
I want to welcome Melinda (Mindy) Schwartz as the new
BIT Division Chair, and Morgan Samp as a new Nursing
faculty member. While Morgan is housed here at Tomé,

Mindy’s office is at the Workforce Training Center,
enabling her to focus on career technical programs and
how to align with workforce training programs on the

non-credit side. 
So, opportunities abound! I am grateful to work at an
institution that is seeking creativity and innovation.

Thanks to everyone for your hard work!

The second piece (Not-ilus by Colette Beers) is a smaller bronze and
stone sculpture that will sit on a pedestal in the Chancellor’s lobby. It

should arrive within a month or so. 



NOTES FROM THE HUMANITIES
DIVISION
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Justin Bendell

New Humanities Faculty!
  Welcome Breanna Griego-Schmidt (English), Leslie
Jernegan (English), Rebekah Rendon (English), and
welcome back Soledad Garcia-King (Spanish) from

her two-year Peace Corps stint in Colombia!

 Humanities Recap -- 2023-2024
Liz Axelrod (English) spent time over the summer in

New York, working with groups like Morrison
Mentors on STEM and Education Equity Programs. 

During research leave in Fall 2023, Justin Bendell
(English) wrote the first draft of a novel (Rat Face),

five short stories, & a ten-episode podcast mini-
series on the writing process. In early June 2024,

Justin and his partner Rose road-tripped across the
Kansas prairies (to see bison), northern Illinois (to

visit Justin’s hometown and hear the cicadas
screaming), and eastern Wisconsin (to visit Rose’s

family and relax in 65-degree lake-effected weather).
They looped back west through Minneapolis to
Badlands National Park in South Dakota (to see

more bison), down through Colorado, and finally to
home. Here is a photo of Cave Point State Park in

Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin: 

Also in June, Justin accomplished his chess goal for
the year: reach 1,000 elo (i.e. advanced beginner) on
chess.com. His next goal (working in tandem with

chess pal Andy Taylor) is to ascend the first peak of
intermediate chess: 1,200 elo.

 
Anicca Cox (English) published an article in the

well-regarded journal College English. This article
details the phenomenon of long-term precarity, a
feature of labor off the tenure line experienced by

full time instructors in an independent writing
program. It points for the need for departments,
programs and institutions to work toward labor

equity with the career trajectories of all workers in
mind. If you would like to read it, here is the

citation:

 Cox, A. (2024) “Sad math and the weight of the
institution: Seeking remedies for faculty long-term
precarity.” College English/National Council of the

Teachers of English. (86)3, pp. 219-243.
 

Also, as Chair of the Program Development
Committee, Anicca brought Dr. Sherri Craig to
campus to speak about anti-racist pedagogy and

administration. Craig’s talk was titled: "Being More
than Anti-Racist: Equity and Anti-Racist Pedagogy,”

which was well-received by dozens of students,
faculty, & staff.
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NOTES FROM THE HUMANITIES
DIVISION (CONT.) Justin Bendell

Dorothy Gaylor (Spanish) went to Alaska, a trip she tries to take every year.
She writes, “It's kind of cool to see just land and water forever—even if you are
on a ship part of the time​. I was able to catch a faint rainbow in Glacier Bay.”

Ana June (English) was thrilled last year to serve as a faculty lead on the
inaugural PASOS Fellowship, alongside Karen Walter (Education), Steven

Romero (English), and Andy Taylor (Mathematics). Our Fellows engaged in
deeply dynamic projects and I learned so much from them. She’s also continued
her work in Ceramics, which is available in one shop (Vintage Vault), soon to
be two (the other is in Oregon). Ana and her daughter Mira will have a booth

at the UNM Arts & Crafts Festival in November. https://ce.unm.edu/arts-
festival/. Ana will be on Research Leave this Fall, for which she will be working

on a non-traditional memoir, the results of which she will present in the
Spring. Beyond all this, Ana’s life otherwise has been joyously defined by her

grandchildren i.e. the Clementine & Ollie Show.

During the summer, Steven Romero (English) started practicing, in earnest,
how to play the piano.  

Plans for 2024-2025 

 With Shalaine Castillo (Education Specialist) and Kathleen Yeppa (Student
Success), as well as faculty and tutors, Patricia Gillikin (English) will work to

implement a campus-wide Embedded Tutoring program. 
As recipients of a Laura Musselwhite-penned NEH grant, Anicca, Ana, Steven,

Mallika Pung (Economics) & Scott Kamen (History) will be planning and
implementing a project that centers cultural relevance in the Humanities

curriculum. They will use undergraduate research methodologies in selected
courses, introducing research concepts to students, engaging the students, and

creating “community-based and culturally appropriate connections to the
history of our region.”

 Persistence has paid off. Dean Musselwhite has secured tenure-track line for
the Spanish Department—our first! We will be convening a search committee
for this in October with the intent to interview in spring for a Fall 2025 start

date.  
Justin & Lauren Perry-Rummel (English, ex-UNM-V, now CNM) will be

delivering a presentation on labor-based grading at the TYCA-SW Conference
in October.  

Steven, Patricia, Karen, & Justin, too, had their proposal accepted for the
TYCA-SW Conference. Their plan is to guide participants to reflect on the

tensions/opportunities involved in engaging in historical, cultural,
professional, and personal ruptures like the ones experienced in the wake of

George Floyd uprisings.
 

https://ce.unm.edu/arts-festival/
https://ce.unm.edu/arts-festival/
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SOCIAL SCIENCES UPDATE

Save the Date: October 25, for a trip to Santa Fe
where we will tour the Round House and the
Palace of the Governors, and then meet for

lunch afterward. Students welcome, and have
lunch on their own! More information to follow.

Meanwhile, if you are interested in joining us,
contact Scott Kamen.

Gaby Peterson has completed her Graduate
Certificate in Online Teaching and
Learning from New Mexico State

University. Congratulations, Gaby!

Cheryl Bryan
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LIBRARY NEWS
FALL Library Hours 

August 19,2024 - December 14, 2024
 

 TOME’ Campus 
 Monday through Thursday 8:00 am – 6:00 pm 

 Friday 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 

 Workforce Training Center 
 Tuesday through Thursday 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Fall 2024 Faculty Reception – Welcome Back! 
The library hosted a reception for the faculty on

Monday, August 12, 2024. While we were all gathered
for Convocation Week before the beginning of the
semester, we took some time between meetings to

enjoy each other’s company in person and have some
refreshments. We were pleased that over the course
of the hour and a half nearly 20 faculty stopped by.

Kat Gullahorn, MLS promoted to Senior Lecturer III 

 Kat Gullahorn has been at UNM-Valencia Campus library
since 2019. She was hired at the rank of Lecturer III with the
title of Public Services Librarian. Kat is a vital member of the
Library team and of the UNM-Valencia Campus. In addition

to the considerable number of regular duties required at a
small library with minimal staff, Kat is consistently looking
for ways to create a better experience for all library patrons

(students, faculty, staff and community members).
Additionally, she has continued significant service to her

professional community. 
Kat is constantly going above and beyond by advocating for

the library and serves as an exceptional activist for and
representative of the UNM-Valencia Campus. Her lifelong

passion for service to the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
communities and to the Arts has led to very successful and

innovative services and events geared to that population. Her
commitment to creating the best experiences possible for our
students and the greater campus community is evidenced by
her work on important campus committees and her focus on
building partnerships, in addition to her regular work duties.

Kat excels in her teaching, service and scholarly work, in
addition to being a pleasure to work with. UNM-Valencia

Campus is lucky to have Kat on our team. Congratulations,
Kat on this well-deserved promotion!



LIBRARY NEWS

Barbara Lovato, EdD appointed to UNM Senate Faculty Senate
Information Technology Use Committee

Dr. Lovato just completed 2 terms (4 years) as a Faculty Senate
Branch Representative and a member of the Branch Community

College Committee. She is pleased to continue service to the
University as a branch faculty representative of the Information

Technology Use Committee at UNM-Albuquerque. This is a 3-year
term. 

Snapshot Day during NLW 2024: "Ready, Set, Library!" UNM-
Valencia Campus Library chose Wednesday, April 10, 2024, as our
“Library Snapshot Day” during National Library week this year.
Beyond taking snapshots of people using the library, data was

collected and shared on number of visitors, computer use, group and
individual study, printing, photocopying, scanning, and circulation of
library materials. We conducted an online survey for anyone who uses
the library virtually and a paper survey for those who visit physically. 

7



8

LIBRARY NEWS



LIBRARY NEWS
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Banned Books Week 2024 (September 22-28) theme is "Freed Between the Lines."
We can find freedom in the pages of a book — but book bans and censorship
threaten that freedom, along with many other rights and institutions. During

Banned Books Week 2024 and beyond, let’s share our love of the right to read and
the freedom found in books. Let’s be Freed Between the Lines!

 “People don’t challenge materials that don’t say something to the reader. If you
look over the materials that have been challenged and banned over the years, they

are the materials that speak to the condition of the human being, that try to
illuminate the issues and concerns that affect human beings. They’re books that say
something, and they’re books that have meaning to the reader. Innocuous materials

are never challenged.” -- Judith Krug, inaugural director of the ALA Office for
Intellectual Freedom.

The Valencia Campus Library will celebrate Banned Books week with
informational displays, activities, emails and social media posts. 

UNM-Valencia-Campus Library continues to serve as an
ally for the Deaf & Hard of Hearing community here in

Valencia County and around the world. 
ASL Socials 

 Weekly, Tuesdays 2-3pm, before class! 
ASL Socials have resumed this Fall on Tuesdays from
2:00pm – 3:00pm. ASL Socials is an ongoing voice-off

conversation group supporting the Intro to Sign Language
class and our signing community here at UNM-Valencia

Campus.



LIBRARY NEWS
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The International Day of Sign Languages
 The International Week of the Deaf was first celebrated in

September 1958 and has since evolved into a global movement of
Deaf unity and concerted advocacy to raise awareness of the

issues deaf people face in their everyday lives. This year,
International Week of Deaf People 2024 is September 23 - 29

2024. International Day of Sign Languages is September 23 every
year!

 September 24 we will celebrate the International Week of Deaf
People and Signed Languages with an ASL Bingo and exploring

Deaf cultures. This is a collaboration with EIRG Committee.

Game Nights 
September 18, 2024 (Social Games) and November 6, 2024

(Political Games). Ian Burch (BIT) and Kat Gullahorn (Library)
are collaborating to host two campus game nights for everyone
to relax and build community. This is separate and concurrent

to the Gaming Club happening that day. There will be food and
scholarships. 

GSA Gaming Club continues to meet in the library on Mondays
and Wednesdays from 1:00pm-5:45 pm.



LIBRARY NEWS

The first lab was September 5, 2024, at 12:00pm “Navigating the Return to College” with
Dr. Dosumu. We are pleased that this inaugural meeting hosted 7 attendees. Please be

on the lookout for future “Curiosity Labs” and feel free to recommend topics that are of
interest to you! We hope to see you in Zoom!

Curiosity Labs 
 This monthly curiosity lab offers a deeper dive into various concepts we are curious about, and
the collections and tools available to our campus community to answer these questions. Explore

a different topic each month, bring your lunch to this casual zoom-event and share your
curiosities.
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LEARNING COMMONS: TUTORING
SERVICES REPORT 

Shalaine Castillo and
Patricia Gillikin

Writing Consultant Layla Taylor presented her paper, “"Don't you feel
eyes moving over your body, Clarice?" The Male Gaze in The Silence
of the Lambs and an analysis of Buffalo Bill,” at the annual Southwest
Popular/American Culture Association (SWPACA) Summer Salon

conference, which took place fully online, June 20-22, 2024.

Creative Writing Group
The Creative Writing Group is back! Come over to the Writing

Center Wednesdays from 12pm to 1pm to write and share. 
 

Looking for New Tutors for Fall 2024!

Learning Center STEM Tutors
The Learning Center is seeking new STEM Tutors for Biology,

Chemistry, Math, and Statistics!
If you have any students who you think will make wonderful
STEM Tutors or if you know of any students interested in

becoming a STEM Tutor, please reach out to Shalaine Castillo,
sbuck07@unm.edu for more information. 

 
Writing Center Consultants

The Writing Center is seeking new tutors—consultants. We seek
students who are kind, empathetic, and deeply respectful, and
with some savvy about writing. Students who are bilingual in
Spanish and English are especially welcome to apply. Email

Patricia Gillikin at gillikin@unm.edu with names of students
you’d recommend.

mailto:sbuck07@unm.edu
mailto:gillikin@unm.edu
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Math 1350 tutoring is available in person and
Zoom:

· Mondays 12pm – 4pm
· Tuesdays 9am – 10am and 12pm – 4pm

· Wednesdays 9am – 10am and 10:30am – 4pm
and 4:30pm – 6:30pm

· Thursdays 10:30am – 4pm and 4:30pm –
6:30pm

· Fridays 10am – 12pm and 1:30pm – 3pm
Math 1430 tutoring is available in person and

Zoom:
· Mondays 1:30pm – 4pm
· Tuesdays 9am – 10am

· Wednesdays 9am – 10am and 4:30pm – 6:30pm
· Thursdays 10:30am – 1pm and 4:30pm –

6:30pm
Math 1512 tutoring is available in person and

Zoom:
· Tuesdays 9am – 10am

· Wednesdays 9am – 10am and 4:30pm – 6:30pm
· Thursdays 4:30pm – 6:30pm

History 1150 tutoring is available in person and
Zoom:

Monday:
8am – 11am & 1pm – 5pm

Tuesday:
8am – 10am
Wednesday: 

8am – 11am & 1pm – 3pm
Friday:

10am – 2:30pm

Chemistry 1215 tutoring is available in person and Zoom: 
Monday: 
12pm-4pm

Wednesday: 
10:30am – 2:30pm

Friday:
10am-12pm and 1:30pm-3pm  

Biology 1110, 1140, and 2210 tutoring  tutoring is
available in person and Zoom: 

Monday: 
1:30pm-4:00pm

Thursday: 
10:30am – 1pm  

Computer Science 105L, 108L, and 152L tutoring is
available in person and Zoom:

· Tuesdays 12pm – 4pm
· Wednesdays 1pm – 4pm
· Thursdays 1pm – 4pm

Math 021, 022, 100, and 1215 XYZ tutoring is available
in person and Zoom:

· Mondays 10am – 4pm
· Tuesdays 9am – 4pm

· Wednesdays 9am – 4pm and 4:30pm – 6:30pm
· Thursdays 19am – 4pm and 4:30pm – 6:30pm

· Fridays 10am – 12pm and 1:30pm – 3pm
Math 1220 tutoring is available in person and Zoom:

· Mondays 10am – 2pm
· Tuesdays 9am – 10am and 12pm – 4pm

· Wednesdays 9am – 4pm and 4:30pm – 6:30pm
· Thursdays 12pm – 4pm and 4:30pm – 6:30pm

Math 1240 tutoring is available in person and Zoom:
· Mondays 10am – 2pm

· Wednesdays 10am – 1pm
· Thursdays 12pm – 3pm 

The Learning Center and Math Center computer lab is open
for use Monday – Friday, 8am – 5pm. 

Available tutoring hours are subject to change due to tutor
availability.



Writing Center Hours of Operation/Schedule
In Person and Online for Zoom and Email Appointments

Monday            11 am – 3 pm
Tuesday            11 am – 4 pm 
Wednesday     11 am – 3 pm

Thursday         10 am – 4 pm 
Online ONLY for Zoom and Email Appointments

Monday               3 pm – 4 pm 
Friday          7 pm – 9 pm

Faculty Office Hours—Writing Center
·Lily Intong, TTH 12:30pm – 1:30pm

Scheduling Appointments
You are able to schedule in person and Zoom appointments for math, science, writing, and other subjects. You are also able to do email appointments for responses

to a writing draft.
To schedule an appointment, please go to: Learning Commons Bookings

At that link, choose the specific kind of appointment you want and fill out the information.
If you make a Zoom appointment, you’ll get a Zoom link sent to your email before your appointment.

If you are making an email appointment with the Writing Center, email your draft to tutor@unm.edu after you fill out the form above.
If you have difficulty with the scheduling link above, would like an appointment in a subject not listed at that link, or have a question, email tutor@unm.edu. You’ll

get answers during business hours Monday through Friday.

Available Math Faculty in the Learning Center:
Andy Taylor

Learning Center
Monday & Wednesday

12:15pm – 1:30pm

Cindi Goodman
LRC 109

Monday & Wednesday
9am – 10am

1:30pm – 2:30pm

Michael Gonzales
LRC 107

Monday & Wednesday
3pm – 4pm

Ariel Ramirez
LRC 133

Tuesday & Thursday
1pm – 2pm

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/TESTLearningCommons@unmm.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
mailto:tutor@unm.edu
mailto:tutor@unm.edu
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