
English 1120: 503       Professor Kristian Macaron 
Composition II                  Office Hrs: Mon 3pm- 
Fall 2021        4pm—In-person or virtual  
October 18-December 18      
8-weeks Online Course       Voicemail: 505-270-1498  
CRN: 66349                          Email: Kristianm@unm.edu 
 
Welcome to English 1120 Composition II. I look forward to working with you this semester as 
we learn how to use the English language with research and writing to develop arguments and 
seek deeper understanding of topics that you choose to write about. You will become a writer 
and a thinker. 
 
Course Description: “In this course, students will explore argument in multiple genres. 
Research and writing practices emphasize summary, analysis, evaluation, and integration of 
secondary sources. Students will analyze rhetorical situations in terms of audience, contexts, 
purpose, mediums, and technologies and apply this knowledge to their reading, writing, and 
research. Students will sharpen their understanding of how writing and other modes of 
communication work together for rhetorical purposes. The emphasis of this course will be on 
research methods.”  
 

• The assignment syllabus is a tentative schedule, any changes will be announced and or 
posted on the Blackboard Learn calendar.  

• All weekly assignments are due at Sunday at 10pm.  
• Late work is not accepted unless you have a documented emergency. Essays are not an 

exception. 
• IF there is a documented emergency: I will accept late essays by a deadline contracted by 

me with the student. Please let me know immediately.  
• We do not have a textbook; you will be required to access online open-sourced texts. 
• Please contact me with any questions or concerns navigating this course online. 

 
*Grading: We will be using a participation and reflection grading system in this course. That 
means that your work will be evaluated by the quality and thoughtfulness of your contribution 
and not meticulous mechanics. Your presence and the quality of your work determine your grade 
in assignments, however, I have a small breakdown here.  

2 Essays: 100 pts each  200pts 

Student Contract    10pts 

5 Discussions (20 pts each) 100pts 

2 outlines (20 pts each)  40pts 

1 Cover Letter    150pts  
 + 2 Rough Drafts (50pts each) 
    TOTAL: 500 pts 
Final Portfolio   Pass/Fail 
Possible Extra Credit   +30 pts 



 

Required Materials 
• UNM e-mail address and access to UNM Blackboard Learn 

• Access to Internet and Microsoft Office (available on UNMVC computers & with UNM 
ID) If you have trouble locating Wi-fi access, please let me know. 

• Access to FlipGrid and ability to post using your browser. 
• Excelsior Owl: https://owl.excelsior.edu (free) 
• MyText CNM: Introduction to College Writing (free) 
• Access to the free version of Nautilus Magazine (free) 

 
Course Calendar 
ENGL 1120:503 Fall 2021 
Activities & Readings Due Sunday at 10:00 PM 
*Other Supplemental readings maybe indicated in your Weekly Blackboard Learn Unit Folders. 
 
Week 1: Oct 18- 24  
Introducing Essay 1: Rhetorical Analysis  
Prewriting & Thesis Statements 
 Read: Argument & Critical Thinking 
 Read:“Video Games are Changing the Hero” 
 Read: "Rhetorical Analysis" 
 Read: "Thesis Development" 
 Read: “"Rhetorical Situations" & “Rhetoric and Argumentation" 
 Due: Flipgrid 1- Introductions 

Due: FlipGrid 2- Thesis statements  
 
Week 2: Oct 25-31  
Research and Outlines 
 Read "Developing your Research Process" 
 Read “Gathering Reliable Information”  
 Read "Gathering Reliable Information 2" 
 Read “Evaluating Sources" 
 Read “Drafting Strategies” 
 Read "Outlining" & Traditional Essay Structure 
 Due: Outline #1 
 
Week 3: Nov 1-7  
Drafting & Revisions 
 Read “"Drafting Your Paper" 
 Read: “Reflection Writing" 
 Read: MLA Style & "Integrating Research" & "Handbook for MLA Style" 
 Due: Rough Draft #1 
 Due: Flipgrid 3- Revisions Reflection 
 
Week 4: Nov 8-14  



Drafting & Revisions 
Optional: Sample Papers 
 Due Final Draft Essay #1 
 
Week 5: Nov 15-21  
Essay 2: Evaluation Essays 
Understanding Bias 
Opposing Arguments  
 Read"Evaluation Essays" 
 Read: "Narrowing and Developing" 
 Read: "Research Strategies" 
 Read "Compiling and Managing Research" 
 Due: Flipgrid 4- Becoming the Expert & Opposing Arguments 
 Due: Outline #2 
 
Week 6: Nov 22-28 (Thanksgiving) 
Rough Drafts 
 Read: "Rough Drafts" #2 
 Due: Rough Draft #2 
 Due FlipGrid 5 –Rough Draft Reflection 
 
Week 7: Nov 29- Dec 5  
Final Draft 
Cover Letter 
 Read “Revising and Editing” 
 Read Instructions on Blackboard 
 Due: Cover Letter Draft 
 Due: Extra Credit 
 Due: Final Draft Essay #2  
 
Week 8: Dec 6-12  
Revisions for Portfolios 
 Read: Instructions on Blackboard 
 Due: Portfolio December 12 
Dec 12 Portfolios Due! Portfolios- at 10 pm  
 
 
** 
 
 
 
Student	Learning	Outcomes:	ENGL	1120-UNM		

In	English	1120,	you	will	progress	toward	the	following	student	learning	outcomes:	

1. Analyze the rhetorical situation for purpose, main ideas, support, audience, and organizational 
strategies in a variety of genres.  



	
2. Employ writing processes such as planning, organizing, composing, and revising.  
	
3. Use a variety of research methods to gather appropriate, credible information.  
	
4. Evaluate sources, claims, and evidence for their relevance, credibility, and purpose.  
	
5. Quote, paraphrase, and summarize sources ethically, citing and documenting them 
appropriately.  
	
6. Integrate information from sources to effectively support claims as well as other purposes (to 
provide background information, evidence/examples, illustrate an alternative view, etc.). 	
 
7. Use an appropriate voice (including syntax and word choice). 	
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Navigating this Online Course: 
Because This class is administered online, it is important to have a high level of skill and 
operating computers. It is not recommended for students with limited computer skills to take an 
online course. The following tips will help students navigate the course if you have computer 
problems, log in or technical issues call 277-5757. For issues with Blackboard Learn tutors in the 
Learning Center can advise you at 925-8907.  
 
 
Please: 

• Be familiar with your syllabus. It is located on the Blackboard Learn homepage for the 
English 1120. Refer to the syllabus throughout the semester. When you have questions. 
Feel free to see me in my office hours as well for personal attention regarding essay 
requirements or email for an appointment if the hours do not fit into your schedule.  

• Become familiar with Blackboard Learn software. Click on all course tools to develop 
and discover what is available to you in your online course. You may want to visit the 
Learning Center at UNM Valencia campus or the Writing Center at you and in Valencia 
campus if you need additional help learning how to navigate the course, and or writing 
your papers.  

• Keep copies of all your work saving already is necessary learn how to save Word or RTF 
files to your desktop or flash drive. If you do not know how to save files, go to the 
Learning Center or call 277-5757.  

• Take advantage of the “Message” function in Blackboard. Please use the FlipGrid 
supplement to our course to communicate in Group Discussions. 

• Create a routine here is a suggested routine to help you get started.  

  1. Log on! Lessons open on Monday morning and close the following Sunday  
  night at 10pm. On Monday, log in and read the list of assignments for the week.  



  Make sure you have all materials you need to complete the assignment such as  
  page numbers or links down due dates and print out  assignments.  
 

2. Read the assignment actively highlighting important ideas, use any resources 
dictionaries asking questions etc. To help you acquire the information the session 
is trying to relay. Be proactive and disciplined in your study habits.  
 
3. Log on periodically throughout the week to check course emails and review 
new threaded discussions or blog responses. Watch for new announcements from 
your professor.  
 
4. Check discussions, read questions I have posted for the week and your 
classmates and my responses and enter your own answers. Your responses are an 
important part of your completion so please take these exercises seriously. In 
responses, respect others finally read spelling grammar check on your postings. 
 
 5. Importantly give yourself ample time to submit work while before the 
deadline. You can submit work right at 10pm but this practice is very very risky. 
For example, computer failures corrupted disk Blackboard Learn outages are no 
excuse for work not completed (UNM-VC policy). Plan for problems like these 
because meeting deadlines will help you successfully complete the course. 

 

 

OTHER INFORMATION: 
 
COVID-19: UNM-VC Update: as of Aug 11 2021 
 
UNM Administrative Mandate on Required Vaccinations 
All students, staff, and instructors are required by UNM Administrative Mandate on Required 
Vaccinations to be fully vaccinated for COVID-19 as soon as possible, but no later than September 
30, 2021, and must provide proof of vaccination or of a UNM validated limited exemption or 
exemption no later than September 30, 2021 to the UNM vaccination verification site. Students 
seeking medical exemption from the vaccination policy must submit a request to the UNM 
verification site for review by the UNM Accessibility Resource Center. Students seeking religious 
exemption from the vaccination policy must submit a request for reasonable accommodation to 
the UNM verification site for review by the Compliance, Ethics, and Equal Opportunity Office. 
For further information on the requirement and on limited exemptions and exemptions, see 
the UNM Administrative Mandate on Required Vaccinations. 
 
UNM Requirement on Masking in Indoor Spaces 
All students, staff, and instructors are required to wear face masks in indoor classes, labs, studios 
and meetings on UNM campuses, see masking requirement. Vaccinated and unvaccinated 
instructors teaching in classrooms must wear a mask when entering and leaving the classroom and 
when moving around the room. When vaccinated instructors are able to maintain at least six feet 
of distance, they may choose to remove their mask for the purpose of increased communication 



during instruction. Instructors who are not vaccinated (because of an approved medical or religious 
exemption), or who are not vaccinated yet, must wear their masks at all times. Students who do 
not wear a mask indoors on UNM campuses can expect to be asked to leave the classroom and to 
be dropped from a class if failure to wear a mask occurs more than once in that class. Except for 
the limited cases described above, students and employees who do not wear a mask in classrooms 
and other indoor public spaces on UNM campuses are subject to disciplinary actions. 
Communication on change in modality: The university may direct that classes move to remote 
delivery at any time to preserve the health and safety of the students, instructor and 
community.  Please check your email and your UNM Learn site regularly for updates about our 
class, and please check https://bringbackthepack.unm.edu regularly for general UNM updates 
about COVID-19 and the health of our community. 
 
Acceptable masks and mask wearing in class: A two-layer mask that covers the nose and mouth 
and that is cleaned regularly is acceptable, as are disposable medical masks, KN95, KF94, FFP1 
and FFP2 masks. A face shield is not sufficient protection. It is vital that you wear your mask 
correctly, covering your nose and mouth. Removing your mask for an extended period to eat or 
drink in class violates the university mask requirement and endangers others. 
 
Consequences of not wearing a mask properly:  If you don’t wear a mask, or if you do not wear a 
mask properly by covering your nose and mouth, you will be asked to leave class. If you fail to 
wear a mask properly on more than one occasion, you can expect to be dropped from the class. If 
you insist on remaining in the classroom while not wearing a mask, class will be dismissed for the 
day to protect others and you will be dropped from the class immediately. 
 
The instructor will try to have a few disposable masks available in the classroom on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 
 
Citizenship and/or Immigration Status: All students are welcome in this class regardless of 
citizenship, residency, or immigration status. Your professor will respect your privacy if you 
choose to disclose your status. As for students in the class, family emergency-related absences 
are normally excused with reasonable notice to the professor, as noted in the attendance 
guidelines above. UNM, as an institution, has made a core commitment to the success of all our 
students, including members of our undocumented community. The Administration’s welcome is 
found on our website: http://undocumented.unm.edu/ . 
 
Indigenous Peoples' Land and Territory Acknowledgement 
The University of New Mexico Valencia Campus was founded in 1986, on Pueblo land. 
 
Founded in 1889, the University of New Mexico sits on the traditional homelands of the Pueblo 
of Sandia. The original peoples of New Mexico – Pueblo, Navajo, and Apache – since time 
immemorial, have deep connections to the land and have made significant contributions to the 
broader community statewide. We honor the land itself and those who remain stewards of this land 
throughout the generations and also acknowledge our committed relationship to Indigenous 
peoples. We gratefully recognize our history.   
Developed by the Special Assistant for American Indian Affairs to the UNM President in 
consultation with the Native American Faculty Council. Approved and adopted by President 
Garnett S. Stokes, February 2020. 



Link: https://diverse.unm.edu/about/land-acknowledgement.html 
 
Library Literacy 

• Students will access Libros and find a book relevant to the writing project. 
• Students will learn how to skim a text or document and find quotations that are both 

relevant and appropriate for the paper. 
• Students will be able to identify what type of database source they have found, e.g. 

magazine, journal, newspaper or website. 
• Students will write a correctly formatted Works Cited page. 

 
Instructor Information: I will be available during my office hours and on Blackboard 
“Message”. You can also make appointments for office visits or can e-mail me at 
Kristianm@unm.edu. Please keep in mind that you may not receive immediate answers and 
should give me at least 24 hours to respond.  

Tutoring (& Extra Credit): Free tutoring is available at the UNM-Valencia Writing Center or 
Learning Center. Writing Lab tutoring sessions are scheduled weekly for all English classes and 
appointments can be in-person or online. Students may receive up to 30 points (10 points each 
session) for attending tutoring sessions or Writing Labs.  
 
Attendance Policy & Overall Participation: It is your responsibility to keep up with reading 
and assignments. Students who fail to log in the first week or submit the personal essay will 
be dropped.  
 
Plagiarism means using language and/or ideas without acknowledging their source. Plagiarism 
includes such activities as copying another student’s papers or ideas, downloading and turning in 
papers from the Internet, or copying passages from sources without proper documentation, or 
rephrasing an author’s ideas and presenting them as the student’s new, original thoughts. 
Plagiarism in this course may result in one or more of the following consequences: failure of the 
assignment, failure of the course, or disciplinary action by the University. To learn how to avoid 
plagiarism, students can speak to me, consult a tutor, or refer to 
http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/. 
 
Online Behavior: 
 

• Students must treat one another and the instructor with respect. Derogatory remarks, 
name-calling, trolling, bullying, and bigotry are prohibited.   

• Students may discuss complaints about the course with their instructor; however, the 
students must do so in the proper environment, such as via email or during office hours. 

• Discussion Boards are a professional learning environment.  
• Sexual harassment will not be tolerated.   
• Students violating any of these rules may be dropped. 

 
Email Netiquette: 
Please keep the following in mind when you write emails and discussion posts:  

• Please avoid text-speak. Write professionally. 
• Emails that you write to me during the semester should include professional language, 

addressed with a subject heading including the type of question you are asking. 



• Emails should include a salutation: “Dear Professor Macaron”, as an example.  
• Please close with an appropriate phrase and sign your email with your name. Some 

examples of appropriate phrases are “Sincerely”, “Best”, “Thank you”. 
• Use short paragraphs (in general 3-4 sentences is a paragraph).  
• Be sure to proofread for grammar errors and spelling. 

 

Equal Access:                                                                                                                               
Accessibility Services located in Student Services provides academic support to students who 
have disabilities. If students think they need alternative formats for completing coursework, they 
should contact this service right away to ensure their needs are met in a timely manner. Students 
are responsible for getting all documented forms to me as soon as possible. I cannot 
accommodate any special needs without the proper authorization from UNM Valencia Campus 
Accessibility Services. Pursuant to the American with Disabilities Act (ADA), I accommodate 
documented special needs and encourage students to discuss their concerns with me. 

Essays: 
You are required to turn in 2 formal 3-4 page essays (not including the Works Cited page). These 
essays are assigned by me and written specifically for this class: a Rhetorical Analysis essay and 
an Evaluation essay. Each essay requires at least one credible source to be incorporated in text 
and in the Works Cited page (Wikipedia does not count). Students may be dropped from the 
class for failure to turn in one of the major essays. I will provide instructions for each assignment 
at the beginning of each new unit. Rough drafts must have significant changes/revisions or they 
will not pass. 
 
Late Policy: 
I will not accept late work unless there is a documented emergency.  
 
Grammar Quizzes: 
Open-book optional but encouraged grammar quizzes will be posted on Blackboard. 
You can complete these for extra credit. 
 
Blackboard Learn 
Students are responsible for posting responses to discussion questions/prompts that I have posted 
on our UNM Blackboard Learn site. These questions are designed to generate class discussion, 
promote further inquiry into our topics, and scaffold the higher stakes essays. Learn posts are due 
before we meet as a class on the assigned due date; students may not turn in late posts. 
 
Writing Workshops and Peer Reviews 
Built into our schedule are writing workshops intended to give you a jumpstart on your essays, as 
well as help you get used to constructively evaluating your peers’ work through brainstorming, 
questioning, group discussions, and other class exercises. To receive credit for a workshop, 
students must be present, actively participating, and producing work. 
 
Participation 
Participation is mandatory in this course. Participation means actively participating in your 
education; just sitting in your seat and allowing everything to sink in (the “osmotic method”) is 
not actively participating. I urge you to take notes in class, ask questions, and participate in class 



and group discussions. In addition, I ask you to complete drafts, assignments, quizzes, readings, 
and collaborative projects. 
 
Portfolio 
The portfolio is a collection of your work. The best portfolio effectively showcase a student’s 
ability to research, write, and revise. Portfolios will be evaluated using the learning outcomes.  
 
Student Privacy 
Student privacy is strongly protected by professors at UNM-Valencia.  The federal FERPA 
strictly prohibits the instructor or administrators from talking to anyone but the student about 
his/her progress. If a student has questions about a grade on an assignment or about the final 
grade for the course, FERPA dictates that the student is the only one who may speak to the 
instructor regarding their grades. All other outside requests for information release must be sent 
to and approved by the UNMVC registrar: (505) 925-8580. 
 
Anti-Discrimination Policy  
To meet obligations under Title IX, UNM faculty, Teaching Assistants, and Graduate Assistants 
are considered “responsible employees” by the Department of Education (see page 15: 
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/qa-201404-title-ix.pdf . This designation requires 
that any report of gender discrimination which includes sexual harassment, sexual misconduct 
and sexual violence made to a faculty member, TA, or GA must be reported to the Title IX 
Coordinator at the Office of Equal Opportunity (oeo.unm.edu). For more information on the 
campus policy regarding sexual misconduct, see: https://policy.unm.edu/university-
policies/2000/2740.html. 
 
Technical Support 

• If you have questions about computer-related problems, call 277-5757, M-F, 8:00 am-
12:00 noon and M-F, 1:00 pm-5:00 pm MST.  Computer technicians are available and 
happy to help you solve those difficult problems. 

• Tutorials: If you do not know how to use Blackboard Learn, try one of the tutorials 
available on the information page at http://online.unm.edu/help/learn/students/  

• Tutors: Tutors are available at The Learning Center, both face-to-face and online, to help 
you navigate Blackboard LEARN.  Call for an appointment: 925-8907. 

 
 


