
Spanish 1110 Section 503 
                              Instructor: Diego Deane 
Term: Fall 2020                                       Office Hours: M/W 6-8pm (online) 
E-mail: Thru Blackboard                             Credit Hours: 3                                        
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION - This course is designed for students with little 
exposure to Spanish. This course develops basic listening, speaking, reading 
and writing skills and basic intercultural competence in interpretive, 
interpersonal and presentational modes of communication at the Novice Level 
of proficiency based on ACTFL guidelines. During this course, students 
perform better and stronger in the Novice Mid level while some abilities 
emerge in the Novice High range. This is an introductory course aimed at 
helping the student to communicate in Spanish in everyday familiar situations 
via recognition and production of practiced or memorized words, phrases, 
and simple sentences. 
  
REQUIRED TEXTS Vistas, Sixth Edition. 
You can purchase the book directly through the website of the publisher. It 
will give you two options: A loose leaf book with access to the homework 
website or just a code that gives you access to the homework website. Access 
to the homework website gives you access to the ebook (online version of the 
book), so you do not need to purchase an actual text. The link below takes you 
directly to the online vista bookstore. 
https://vistahigherlearning.com/school/UNMvalencia 
  
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The following are based on the national standards for foreign language 
learners: 

1. Students can communicate on very familiar topics using a variety of words and 
phrases that they have practiced and memorized. 

2. Students can present information about themselves and some other very familiar 
topics using a variety of words, phrases, and memorized expressions. 

3. Students can write short messages and notes on familiar topics related to everyday 
life. 

4. Students can often understand words, phrases, and simple sentences related to 
everyday life. 

5. Students can recognize pieces of information and sometimes understand the main 
topic of what is being said. 

https://vistahigherlearning.com/school/UNMvalencia


6. Students can understand familiar words, phrases and sentences within short and 
simple texts related to everyday life. 

7. Students can sometimes understand the main idea of what they have read. 
8. Students can demonstrate connections between beliefs, behaviors and cultural 

artifacts of the Spanish-speaking world and make informed cross-cultural 
comparisons to develop their sense of personal and social responsibility. 
  
TUTORING 
Face-to-face and online tutoring is available at The Learning Resources Center. 
You may call 925-8600 for information, or you may visit 
http://www.unm.edu/~tutor/. 
Either Lucille Farrington, Director of the Learning Center, or any of the tutors 
will be happy to arrange tutoring sessions. They can also help you become 
familiar with how online tutoring works. Online tutoring allows you to work 
at home with a tutor from UNM Valencia Campus. 
  
Office of Equal Opportunity and Title IX 
In an effort to meet obligations under Title IX, UNM faculty, Teaching 
Assistants, and Graduate Assistants are considered responsible employees. 
This designation requires that any report made to a faculty member, TA, or GA 
regarding sexual misconduct or gender discrimination must be reported to 
the Office of Equal Opportunity and the Title IX Coordinator. For more 
information on the campus policy regarding sexual misconduct, 
see: https://policy.unm.edu/university-policies/2000/2740.html 
  
  
Equal Access Services, phone (505) 925-8560 and 
website: https://valencia.unm.edu/students/advisement/equal-access-services.html,  provides 
academic support to students with disabilities. If you need alternative formats for 
completing coursework, you should contact this service immediately to ensure 
your success. Once you have been with Equal Access, you must send all 
documented forms to me ASAP. I cannot accommodate any special needs without 
the proper authorization from UNM Valencia Campus Accessibility Services, who 
tell me how to help you best. Once I receive your paperwork, pursuant to the 
American with Disabilities Act (ADA), I accommodate documented special needs. 
I encourage students to discuss their concerns with me. 
  
E-mail Netiquette 
Please keep the following in mind when you write e-mails: 

https://policy.unm.edu/university-policies/2000/2740.html
https://valencia.unm.edu/students/advisement/equal-access-services.html


Include an informative subject line. In every e-mail you write to me, the subject 
line should contain a descriptive phrase specifically about the problem. For 
example, “Problems with Nouns Worksheet in Lesson 5, question 4" is clear 
and helpful, but “Nouns Worksheet” is not. Unclear subject lines slow my 
response because I do not have enough information without having to asking you 
for clarification. 
  
Do not use instant-messaging spelling. If u want 2 b treated like a pro, write like 
1. 
 DO NOT SEND ALL CAP MESSAGES. All capital letters means you are 
screaming at the person to whom you are writing. In an online class, this would be 
considered inappropriate behavior. If you wish to emphasize a point, underline it or 
put it in bold font. 
  
YOUR PROFESSOR (IN A NUTSHELL) 
I was born Douglas Deane but have been called Diego since childhood. I 
developed a love for Spanish as a teenager in Puerto Rico. This interest continued 
as a college student with a Major in Foreign Language. The principle concentration 
for my degree was Spanish with accompanying coursework in German and 
Hebrew. While working on my undergrad I spent a semester in Tijuana, Mexico 
during the height of the cartel wars. After graduation I took a job at the US State 
Department with the office of Cuban Affairs. A few years later I came to New 
Mexico to pursue an M.A. in Latin American Studies. I graduated with 
concentrations in Spanish Linguistics, Brazilian Studies, and International 
Management. Every summer during grad school I would do “research” (jiu-jitsu) 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. More recently I spent a year in Cali, Colombia working 
as fashion model. I currently split time between Albuquerque and Mexico City to 
fulfill my teaching and modeling responsibilities. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS                                                                         
STUDENT PRESENCE AND PARTICIPATION: Learning a new language well 
requires consistent effort. Student activity in the course shell is recorded and 
allows instructor to know how much time and effort a student has put into 
class presence. Students enrolled for credit or audit are expected to log-in to 
the course and actively participate in the course with frequency.  You should 
expect to be in class at least 3-5 hours per week. If your class presence is less 
than the recommended time for 3 weeks, your instructor may drop you or 
assign you a grade of ‘F’. Failure to log-in during the first week of class could 
result in the student being dropped. 
 



Participation is 30% of your overall grade. It consists of the following 
activities/assignments: 3 passport activities, discussion/introduction, el 
horario and Aurora’s email assignments, and the oral project. Directions for all 
of these are included in the learning modules in UNM Learn and they are also 
listed in the weekly assignment checklist. 
 
ONLINE HOMEWORK:  The online homework is done through an external 
website.  vhlcentral.com  This website also gives you access to the online 
version of the book (ebook) and all of the homework activities. Therefore, 
you do not need to buy an actual textbook for this course. (the directions 
to set up your account are included below) Every week when you log into this 
site, you will see a list of the activities and their corresponding due dates. Most 
of the activities are machine graded, meaning it will be graded instantly. Some 
activities may require you to listen to a dialogue and answer questions 
accordingly. At times you may also need to record your answer as part of the 
activity. So, you will need functioning speakers and a microphone to complete 
all activities (these are built-in on most computers). You can attempt every 
activity as many times as you’d like until you achieve your desired score.        
  
QUIZZES and EXAMS: There will be a quiz at the end of each chapter as well 
as possible short quizzes on specific topics at the instructor’s discretion. There 
are no make-up quizzes. Quizzes total 25% of the final grade. There will be a 
comprehensive mandatory final exam covering the material in Lecciones 1 
through 5. The final exam is worth 10% of the total grade.   
GRADING PROCEDURE 
The final grade will be a combination of workbook/laboratory manual 
(homework), class participation, quizzes and final exam. 
                    Online Work (homework)-------------------------35% 
                    Participation------------------------------------------30% 
                    Quizzes------------------------------------------------25% 
                    Final exam--------------------------------------------10% 
Letter grades: 97-100= A+, 94-96= A, 90-93 = A-, 87-89 = B+, 84-86 = B, 80-83=B-, 77-
79=C+,  74-76 = C. 70-73 = C-. 67-69=D+, 64-66 = D, 60-63 = D-, 59…F 
* It is a UNM policy that all courses have final evaluation. Failure to take the 
final exam results in an ‘F’ for the course. 
Spanish symbols on the computer: (This only works with numeric 
keypad) Alt 129=ü  Alt 130=é   Alt 144=É   Alt 154=Ü   Alt 160=á   Alt 
161=í   Alt 162=ó   Alt 163=ú   Alt 164=ñ   Alt 165=Ñ   Alt 168=¿  Alt 
173=¡                                                                 

http://www.vhlcentral.com/


  
* The final grade in case of unavoidable circumstances (school closure, 
etc) for missing the final will be calculated based on all work assessed up 
to that point in the course. 
  
  
3. ACADEMIC DISHONESTY POLICY: Academic dishonesty is any behavior on 
the part of a student that results in that student’s or any other students’ giving 
or receiving unauthorized assistance in an academic exercise or receiving 
credit for work which is not their own.  Such acts include, but are not limited 
to: cheating, plagiarism, falsification or fabrication, unauthorized 
collaboration, facilitating academic dishonesty.  

   
  

Schedule of quizzes by week 
Please look at the Weekly Checklist for a more detailed 

list of the assignments that you will be responsible for each 
week. 

  
                             

Week 1  (Aug 17 – 23)              
Week 2 (Aug 24 – 30) 
 Week 3(Aug 31 – Sept 6) 

Chapter 1: Test 1 due 
Sunday, Sept 6th 

Week 4 (Sept 7 - 13)                  
Week 5 (Sept 14 –20)                     
Week 6 (Sept 21 - 27) 
 

Chapter 2: Test 2 due 
Sunday, Sept 27th.  

Week 7 (Sept 28 – Oct 4) 
Week 8 (Oct 5 - 11) 
Week 9 (Oct 12 - 18) 
  

Chapter 3: Test 3 due 
Sunday, Oct 18th. 

Week 10 (Oct 19 - 25)            
Week 11(Oct 26 – Nov 1) 
Week 12 (Nov 2 - 8) 

Chapter 4: Test 4 due 
Sunday, Nov 8th. 

Week 13 (Nov 9 - 15) 
Week 14 (Nov 16 - 22) 
Week 15 (Nov 30 – Dec 6) 
  

Chapter 5: Test 5 due 
Sunday, Dec 6th. 



Week 16 (Dec 7 - 13) 
 

Final Exam over 
Chapter’s  1, 2, 3, 4, 
and 5 and will be 
due on Sunday, 
December 13th.  You 
will be able to turn 
in your exam as late 
as 11:59pm on Dec 
13th. 

                             
  
  
HOW TO SET UP YOUR HOMEWORK ACCOUNT AND ACCESS THE EBOOK 
  
 Getting Started: UNM Valencia 
  
(This link will cut the process down a 
bit:) https://vistahigherlearning.com/school/UNMvalencia 
 
 
Instruction for Students: 
If you are new to Vista Higher Learning, complete these steps: 
  
Step 1 - Go to vhlcentral.com 
  
Step 2 – Create an Account 

1. Create an account by clicking Create an Account. 
2. In the "Login Information" section of the account creation page, enter a 

username of your choice. 
3. Enter the email address you would like to associate with your account. 
4. Enter and confirm a password of your choice. 
5. In the "Personal Profile" section, enter your first and last name as you 

wish them to appear in your Instructor's roster. 
6. Select the year of your birth from the drop down list. 
7. In the "Security Information" section, provide the answer to a secret 

question, which may later be used to help you access your account if you 
forget your password. 

https://vistahigherlearning.com/school/UNMvalencia


8. Click “continue” to review your information for accuracy, then select 
“create account.” (Before your account is created, you must agree to the 
terms and conditions of use policy.) 

  
Step 3 - Select a School 

1. Locate your school by typing your school’s name. To narrow the search 
results, add the city and state, (include the country, if outside of the 
USA) in which your school is located. 

2. Hit enter or click the magnifying glass. If the terms you entered did not 
result in a successful search, follow the on-screen tips to revise your 
search. 

3. Select your school from the list by clicking on its name. 
4. Click Select to add the school to your account. 
5. Look for a message at the top of the screen confirming you successfully 

added the school. 
  
Step 4 - Select a Course/Class 

1. From the list of available classes at your school for your textbook, look 
for your instructor’s name and the name of your instructor’s course and 
section. 

2. Click Enroll. You should see a confirmation that you successfully 
enrolled in your instructor's course and section. 

  
  
  
 


