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Dr. Laura Musselwhite
DEAN OF INSTRUCTION REPORT
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Please make note these other
upcoming events:

Saturday, March 23 at 6pm (Isleta) –
UNM Valencia Scholarship Gala

Tuesday, March 26 at 4pm (Fine Arts
Gallery) – Art Reception for Alexa
Wheeler’s exhibit titled hold on.....

Next week is Spring Break, and I hope everyone has some relaxation planned! 
I was so proud to see such a great turnout of UNM-Valencia faculty at the

NMHEAR conference. We had over twenty attendees, and took up three tables
at the luncheon! Our folks gave live presentations, moderated post-session

workshops, and presented posters. The conference is always a lovely opportunity
to network with colleagues from across the state. 

I have been accompanying Armando Bustamante and Rita Garcia to meetings
for the past two weeks with our area high schools to discuss our dual credit

offerings. It has been a pleasure to talk with our secondary partners about our
programs and pathways. It is also gratifying to hear them praise what we want to
do in terms of getting the high school students into a pathway so that they can

begin a program in high school and finish it with us as a UNM-Valencia student
(unless, of course, they finish a program while still in high school, which does

happen each year). If you are not aware, the New Mexico legislature passed a law
this year that updated high school graduation requirements. One of the changes

was that the graduation requirement of taking one online, AP, or dual credit
course was removed. This will likely affect those of our dual credit offerings that
were designed strictly to help students fulfill this requirement (like Computer

Fundamentals, for example); however, getting more students on a pathway
headed towards an associate’s degree will definitely balance out any losses. I see
it as a positive move. Also, Armando announced to each school that we would
like to embed an academic success coach (advisor) on their campuses, and they
were all thrilled. This would be one of our advisors staying one day every other
week or so in a high school, enabling them to build a relationship with those

students and high school counselors, and to help guide them through our catalog
and programs. Again, a very positive move. 

Thanks to everyone for your hard work, and have a great Spring Break!



In the Fall of 2022, the nursing program expanded
its enrollment from 16 students entering each Fall

to 20 students. This did not come easy as there
were some growing pains along the way. To ease

the issues, in the Spring of 2022, the program
applied for and received a large grant from the

HED totaling $996,000. The grant was designated
for nursing program expansion, new hospital
beds, and equipment. In September 2023, the

program took delivery of 6 new Laerdal
mannequins; Sim Man Plus, Sim Man Essential,
Sim Mom, who can deliver babies and perform
pregnancy related complications, and 2 mid-
fidelity Nursing Annes. Nursing students can
perform full assessments and vital signs. The

mannequins have heart, bowel, and lung sounds,
pulses and can have a variety tubes and IVs

inserted. The mannequins can also be programed
to exhibit a multitude of illnesses up to cardiac
arrest. Sim Man Plus has pupils that respond to

light and can be defibrillated with up to 360 joules
of electricity during code blue scenarios. 

Joe Poole
NURSING UPDATE
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Joe Poole
NURSING UPDATE

In January 2024, the program took delivery of 8 new Hill Rom hospital beds. This modern equipment has allowed for expansion of the nursing
labs to accommodate the 20 students. The SCC Nursing Education Center consists of two 5 bed labs and a new high fidelity simulation lab.

The high-fidelity lab now occupies the former classroom in SCC 111. All didactic courses have been moved to VCTC 101 and SCC 200 to better
accommodate classroom instruction. 

Along with expansion, the nursing program has used the funding to better support our students. Each Fall for the past 2 years, the program has
hired peer tutors to assist and mentor incoming students. Also, the funding has been used to add an additional full-time faculty member,
simulation lab technician, and to provide review classes for students to help them prepare for the NCLEX licensure exam. The program’s

NCLEX pass rate was 80% for 2023. We expect with the changes that have been implemented, the pass rates will continue to increase. Lastly,
over the next year nursing will be preparing for its 15th birthday in 2025. 
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Patricia Gillikin
NMTESOL CONFERENCE

Patricia Gillikin presented a workshop, "Accessing Joy: Improv Games
for Language Play," at the New Mexico Teachers of English to Speakers
of Other Languages conference on March 2. Participants played improv

games and brainstormed applications of improv for their classrooms.
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LIBRARY NEWS
March Library Hours 

March 1-8: Monday through Thursday 8:00 am – 6:00 pm 
Friday 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 

March 11-15:  Monday through Thursday 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Friday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

March 18-29: Monday through Thursday 8:00 am – 6:00 pm 
Friday 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 

March 30-31 CLOSED 
Open Education Week 

The University of New Mexico's Open Educational Resources (OER) Initiative has organized a slate
of exciting and informative events for Open Education Week, March 4 – 8, to raise awareness of

current initiatives and inspire visions of how OER could develop across the UNM system and across
New Mexico. 

As an added bonus, anyone who attends an event virtually or in person will be eligible to enter a
random drawing for door prizes. One attendee will win an Amazon gift card at each event. Limit

one gift card per winner.  Pre-registration for events is only required for the Open Pedagogy
Workshop. 

More information about each event and registration links can be found at oer.unm.edu. 

Open Pedagogy Workshop for Faculty (online) 
Monday, March 4, 2024 12:00 – 1:00 PM, Virtual/Zoom 

UNM OER Initiative Showcase, Learn about OER projects at the University of New Mexico 
Tuesday, March 5, 2024 1:00 – 2:00 PM, Hybrid/Zoom 

UNM Zimmerman Library, Waters Room 

Tabling Event (11:00 AM-12:30 PM) 
Wednesday-Thursday, March 6-7, 2024 In-Person 

UNM - Albuquerque, Student Union Building 

https://oeweek.oeglobal.org/
https://oer.unm.edu/events/index.html


7

LIBRARY NEWS
Libraries Support Teaching and Learning 

The Library is your portal to resources, collections, services, and librarians. Check It Out!  http://valencia.unm.edu/library/ 

We are easy to connect with no matter where you are  
Drop in to  the Virtual Reference Desk < your Librarians are just a click away. 

Dial in by phone +1 346 248 7799 (US) Meeting ID: 527 080 943   
Call the desk:  505-925-8990 

Email:  unmvclib@unm.edu (or contact any of us directly) 
Text a Librarian:  505-916-1647  

 
See ALL the services available for faculty  

Kat Gullahorn, MLS 
Public Services Librarian/Lecturer III 

505-925-8990  
krg@unm.edu 

 

Barbara Lovato, EdD, MLS 
Library Director/Sr. Lecturer III 

505-925-8991 
bllovato@unm.edu 

 

Cory Johnstone Meyer, MLS 
Library Information Specialist III 

505-925-8992 
cjmeyer@unm.edu 

https://unm.zoom.us/j/527080943
mailto:unmvclib@unm.edu
http://valencia.unm.edu/library/miscellaneous/facultyinfo.html
http://valencia.unm.edu/library/miscellaneous/facultyinfo.html
mailto:krg@unm.edu
mailto:krg@unm.edu
mailto:bllovato@unm.edu
mailto:bllovato@unm.edu
mailto:cjmeyer@unm.edu
mailto:cjmeyer@unm.edu
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Link to the meeting

https://unm.zoom.us/j/94226876017
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