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The 2023 legislative session ended on March 18, 2023. UNM-Valencia received
funds to support some of our projects such as solar panels for the workforce
training center; maintenance on the business and technology (B&T) building;
equipment and instructional materials for nursing; and dual credit and early
college classes. Registration for summer 2023 and fall 2023 has begun. We will
launch a campaign to encourage students to sign up for classes before heading
out for the summer. Goal: 80% of our full-time degree (and certificate) seeking
students sign up for classes by graduation date.

Preparing for the commencement series which will take place May 10-12 for adult
education, nursing pinning and college commencement.

The Legislative Finance Committee (LFC), the legislative body that allocates
money to NM higher education institutions will be holding its summer regional
capital outlay project hearings at UNM-Valencia on July 27. This is an all-day
meeting that brings college and university representatives together to present
their capital project needs for the next fiscal year to the LFC. 

TO MY FACULTY COLLEAGUES: 

CHANCELLOR'S REPORT
Dr. Samuel "Sam" Dosumu
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As this is the last Faculty Newsletter of the academic year, I want to
thank you for all of the work you have done over this year as we have
navigated teaching load (still navigating, I realize), welcomed a new
Chancellor, and undertaken a strategic planning process, all while
carrying on with teaching and learning. We are in the process of
bringing several new colleagues to our campus as we wrap up a few
searches, and I am thrilled to be able to include those people in our
community and introduce them to the scholarly body that we foster
here at Valencia.

For those who don’t know yet, Victor French is retiring over the
summer. Victor has served our campus in a couple of different roles
over the years, but his commitment to quality instruction and
research is always at the foundation of who he is. His leadership in
undergraduate research has been key to the success of our STEM
undergraduate research program. I am not at all certain of how we
will replace him; I just know that his legacy will remain strong and
help to guide us as he moves on to new adventures.

It is with pleasure that I remind you that graduation events will be
soon upon us. Our largest event is Commencement on Friday, May
12 at 6pm. We will meet in the Academic Affairs office around 5:30
to start robing. For those who ordered regalia, we will have it there
for you at that time. We then take a faculty picture, and process into
the Student Community Center just before the ceremony at 6:00. Be
on the lookout for the new mace that will lead the faculty in their
processional! (Well, to be honest, Ana will hold the mace and lead us
in.)

Dr. Laura Musselwhite
DEAN OF INSTRUCTION REPORT
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Finally, please make note of these events:
 

Thursday, April 6 – Strategic Plan Rollout, 11am in the
SCC (lunch provided)

 
Friday, April 14 -- Faculty Academy, 10am in A101. Topic:

Transforming Our Approach: Synergizing
Neurodivergent Literacy Learners, Tutors, and Teachers
with bell hooks’ Social Justice Pedagogy, presented by

Karen Walter and Patricia Gillikin
 

Friday, April 14 – Faculty Assembly, 1pm in LRC101
 

Friday, April 21 – Faculty Online Teaching Extravaganza
 

Friday, April 28 – End-of-Year Faculty Meeting, 9am in
LRC101

 
Wednesday, May 3 – Honors Night, 5:30pm in SCC

 
Wednesday, May 10 – Adult Education and Allied Health

Graduation, 6pm in SCC
 

Thursday, May 11 – Nurses Pinning, 5pm in SCC
 

Friday, May 12 – Commencement, 6pm in SCC
 



LIBRARY NEWS
Barbara Lovato
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April Library Hours 
 Valencia Campus:
 Monday through Thursday 8:00 am – 6:00 pm 
 Friday 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
 Workforce Training Center 
 Monday through Wednesday 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
 Virtual Reference Desk (https://unm.zoom.us/j/527080943) 
 Tuesday through Thursday 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
 

National Library Week 
National Library Week (April 23 - 29, 2023) is a time to celebrate
our nation's libraries, library workers' contributions and promote

library use and support. The theme for National Library Week
2023 is "There's More to the Story," illustrating the fact that in

addition to the books in library collections, available in a variety of
formats, libraries offer so much more. Many libraries now lend

items like museum passes, games, musical instruments, and tools.
Library programming brings communities together for

entertainment, education, and connection through book clubs,
storytimes, movie nights, crafting classes, and lectures. And

library infrastructure advances communities, providing internet
and technology access, literacy skills, and support for businesses,

job seekers, and entrepreneurs.  (https://www.ala.org) 
 
 

History 
First sponsored in 1958, National Library Week is sponsored by the American

Library Association (ALA) and observed in libraries across the country each
April. All types of libraries - school, public, academic and special - participate. 

In the mid-1950s, research showed that Americans were spending less on
books and more on radios, televisions and musical instruments. Concerned

that Americans were reading less, the ALA and the American Book Publishers
formed a nonprofit citizens organization called the National Book Committee

in 1954. The committee's goals were ambitious. They ranged from
"encouraging people to read in their increasing leisure time" to "improving

incomes and health" and "developing strong and happy family life." With the
cooperation of ALA and with help from the Advertising Council, the first

National Library Week was observed in 1958 with the theme "Wake Up and
Read!" from (https://www.ala.org) 

 

Snapshot Day during NLW 2023: "There's More to the
Story"

 
Many libraries choose a day during National Library Week to capture statistics
about the impact the library has in its community on a typical day. Our “Library

Snapshot Day” will be on Wednesday, April 26, 2023. Beyond taking
snapshots of people using the library, data will be collected and shared on

number of visitors, computer use, group and individual study, printing,
photocopying, scanning, and circulation of library materials. We will have an
online survey for anyone who uses the library virtually and a paper survey for

those who visit physically. Be sure to stop by for refreshments!    
 

We hope to see you when you come in during the week and especially on
Snapshot Day! 

https://unm.zoom.us/j/527080943
https://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/natlibraryweek
http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/natlibraryweek
https://www.ala.org/
https://www.ala.org/


The American Library Association (ALA) kicks off National Library
Week with the release of its State of America's Libraries Report,
including the list of Top Ten Most Challenged Books of 2022 

 
 

National Library Week events: 
 

Monday, April 24: State of America's Libraries Report released. 
 

Tuesday, April 25: National Library Workers Day, a day for library
staff, users, administrators, and  Friends groups to recognize the

valuable contributions made by all library workers. 
 

Wednesday, April 26: National Library Outreach Day (formerly
National Bookmobile Day), a day to celebrate library outreach
and the dedicated library professionals who are meeting their

patrons where they are. 
 

Thursday, April 27: Take Action for Libraries Day, a day to rally
advocates to support libraries.

Library staff traveled to Washington, DC to present at
this Computers in Libraries March 28 - 30, 2023

Arlington, VA  Hyatt Regency Crystal City 
 

Libraries: Tech Partners for Community Sustainability: Our
world and our communities have been disrupted and

changed in so many ways, it may be difficult to see the way
forward for libraries and information professionals. Our
information industry has so many solutions, passionate

advocates, and experienced and customer service-focused
info pros that we will take a leadership role in rebuilding our

communities, so they have a sustainable future. Whether
that is a smart city, rural township, corporate organization,
academic campus, K–12 school, or any other information-
intensive community, we can and do make a difference.

Computers in Libraries 2023 highlighted novel examples of
libraries innovating, taking advantage of leading

technology, and making it happen in their communities. 
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Making Archives Accessible in Rural Communities
Wednesday, March 29, 2023 

Speaker:  Kat Gullahorn, Public Services Librarian, University
of New Mexico-Valencia Campus and New Mexico Library

Foundation 
 

The Valencia County Archival Collaborative (VCAC) is a
grant-funded collaborative initiative among six libraries and

museums across Valencia County which are interested in
preserving and connecting the historical records of the

many diverse cultures and histories of our residents.
Relationships with community researchers, historians, and
families across central New Mexico have enabled them to

promote a participatory historical experience. Get tips to use
in your community and hear their plans for a digital space to

highlight the individual collections, and more. 
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Facing Disruption with Strategy Reset Thursday,
March 30, 2023  

 
Speakers: Cory Meyer, Library Information Specialist,
University of New Mexico-Valencia Campus Library 

 
Mary McCarthy, Technical Analyst II, University of New

Mexico-Valencia Campus Library 
 
 
 

Prior to COVID-19, the library and Campus Technology
Support Services were working together to test using the
library management system (LMS; used to manage asset

circulation and cataloging; as well as membership
management) to better track radios, phones, and other
low-value portable items issued to staff members. With

the arrival of the pandemic, we were tasked with making
ready more than 50 laptops that could immediately be
checked out to faculty, staff, and students. Shortly into

this process, inventory control from our parent institution
implemented specific requirements regarding inventory

of laptops. This compelled us, along with our local
campus inventory control staff, to develop an additional
process to satisfy them. Since then, the library has been

asked to make ready for checkout an additional 350
laptops and eight monitors, as well as many keyboards,

mice, styluses, docking stations, audio/visual equipment
for the digital arts classes, and pottery wheels for various

pottery classes. This session shares some of the more
challenging aspects of using an LMS for inventory

control of items that are not traditionally found in a library
setting and discusses the unexpected partnerships that

arose from this new service. 
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Changing Library Spaces: Re-Evaluate, Repurpose, & DIY 
 Thursday, March 30, 2023 

 
 Speaker: Barbara Lovato, Library Director, University of New

Mexico, Valencia Campus Library 
 
 
 

Twenty-three years after the campus library building was
completed, a local bond made funds available to replace the

original thread-bare and worn-out carpet in the 10,000-
square-foot facility. Since everything was going to have to be

moved, staff members were able to systematically replace,
reorganize, and re-envision spaces, processes, and

collections. During the project, they incorporated the
reference collection into the regular stacks and created a
special collection for local legal resources, among other

substantial changes. Old reference shelving was repurposed
to create “cafe” seating areas throughout the library. By

making longer stack ranges, they were able to create more
open spaces for student seating. Planning consisted of

everything from moving around scale model pieces of paper
representing stacks and furniture to moving around actual

stacks and furniture to see how it looked. It was an extremely
tedious, iterative, and exhausting process. In the years since

the completion of this project, staff have continued to
change spaces and needs as circumstances (COVID) occur.

This session shares lessons learned on the project, its
planning and implementation, and what’s been done since

its completion. 
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Libraries Support Teaching and Learning 
The Library is your portal to resources, collections, services, and

librarians. Check It Out!  http://valencia.unm.edu/library/ 
We are easy to connect with no matter where you are  

Drop in to  the Virtual Reference Desk < your Librarians are just a
click away. 

 Dial in by phone +1 346 248 7799 (US) Meeting ID: 527 080 943  
Call the desk: 505-925-8990 

Email: unmvclib@unm.edu (or contact any of us directly) 
Text a Librarian: 505-916-1647  

 
See ALL the services available for faculty  

 
 

Kat Gullahorn, MLS 
Public Services Librarian/Lecturer III 

505-925-8990  
krg@unm.edu 

 
Barbara Lovato, EdD, MLS 

Library Director/Sr. Lecturer III 
505-925-8991 

bllovato@unm.edu 
 

Cory Johnstone Meyer, MLS 
Library Information Specialist III 

505-925-8992 
cjmeyer@unm.edu 
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FACULTY SENATE UPDATE
Justin Bendell and Barbara Lovato

On March 28, 2023, the Faculty Senate voted in favor of a Branch Campus Council
Committee Resolution calling for a 24-credit teaching load per academic year for all

full-time faculty at UNM branch campuses. 
 

While this resolution alone guarantees us nothing, it demonstrates that faculty across
the entire UNM system stand in solidarity with our call for labor equity.

 
Because of its importance to the lives of branch campus faculty members, I have

attached the resolution here for your perusal. 
 

Justin Bendell & Barbara Lovato, Faculty Senate Representatives
 

See following Slide for the Resolution
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LEARNING COMMONS:TUTORING
SERVICES REPORT

Shalaine Castillo and Patricia Gillikin 

Writing Consultants Jimena
Mendiola and Stephanie Romero,

along with Karen Walter and Patricia
Gillikin, are doing an online

conference presentation April 7 on
"How Neurodivergency Impacts
Tutors and Tutees in the Writing
Center."  They are presenting at

Tutor Con, organized by the Rocky
Mountain Writing Centers

Association.
The Learning Commons is seeking to hire

new STEM Tutors for Summer and Fall!
 

If you have any students who you think will
make wonderful Math and/or Science Tutors,

please send their names and email
addresses (if you can) to Shalaine Castillo,

sbuck07@unm.edu. Students can apply
online by searching for the job posting

Learning Commons STEM Tutor at
https://unmjobs.unm.edu under Student

Jobs. The job listing will be updated soon to
reflect Summer and Fall hiring.
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FACULTY ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

2022-23 FACULTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

President: Cheryl Bryan cbryan@unm.edu
President Elect and Treasurer: Ana June anajune@unm.edu
Secretary: Ian Burch ianburch@unm.edu
Members at Large: Tammi Duncan: tammid31@unm.edu,
Precious Andrew  pandrew@unm.edu, Andre Callot
acallot66@unm.edu
Faculty Senate Representatives: Barbara Lovato
bllovato@unm.edu and Justin Bendell jbendell@unm.edu

Cheryl Bryan
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Cheryl

We’ve almost made it through another semester! Please remember that you can send
Kind Notes throughout the year to fellow faculty and staff who have expressed

kindness to you. Be Kind to a colleague: Kindness Notes
 

Lunch will be served at 12:30 PM, April 14, between Faculty Academy and Faculty
Assembly, in LRC 101-C. If you plan to attend either or both meetings in-person,

please send me a quick email by Tuesday, April 11, so I know how much food to order
(cbryan@unm.edu). For online Faculty Assembly attendees, we are working on a fix

for the sound issue, and it should be much better in the April meeting—fingers
crossed.

 
We will vote on nominations for the Faculty Executive Committee (FEC) during our

April 14 meeting. I am aware of the following nominations:
 

President: Ana June will take this position, moving from President Elect
 

President Elect & Treasurer: Andy Taylor
 

Secretary: Ian Burch
 

Members At-large (Two full-time faculty and one adjunct faculty positions):
 

Piotr Filipczak, Precious Andrew, and __________ (Full-time Faculty nominations),
and _____________ (Adjunct Faculty nomination)

 
Faculty Senate Representatives: Barbara Lavato & Justin Bendell (each serving their

second year for AY 2023-24—no nominations this year)
 
 

Please note: One of the Faculty Handbook changes we will be voting on is to make the
FEC one of our required committees. There are three FA and FEC meetings per

semester, which is six (6) total. The President-Elect of the FEC fills in for the President,
when needed, and becomes the President the following year. The Secretary of the FEC

takes notes at the Faculty Assembly Meetings and the Faculty Executive Committee
Meetings. Additionally, this person sends out the FA Agenda and meeting minutes to the

faculty. For more information on this position, you can reach out to Ian Burch
(ianburch@unm.edu) or Ana June (anajune@unm.edu). The Members At-large positions

attend both the FA and FEC meetings, where they offer their expertise and ideas to
support faculty. The Faculty Senate Representatives attend four meetings, per semester,

at Main Campus. The meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of the month.
Additionally, this person represents our campus at the Branch Community College

Council meetings. Representatives report information from those meetings at the FA
meetings.

 
If you know of faculty that would like to run for any of these positions, please nominate

them by sending an email to the FEC Secretary (Ian Burch (ianburch@unm.edu). You
may also nominate candidates at the April Faculty Assembly meeting.

 
I look forward to meeting with you all Friday, April 14, at 1:00 PM via Zoom or in LRC

101-C, Cheryl
 

P.S. You will find the Zoom meeting link at the top of the April FA Agenda.
 

mailto:cbryan@unm.edu
mailto:anajune@unm.edu
mailto:ianburch@unm.edu
mailto:tammid31@unm.edu
mailto:pandrew@unm.edu
mailto:pandrew@unm.edu
mailto:acallot66@unm.edu
mailto:bllovato@unm.edu
mailto:%20jbendell@unm.edu
https://valencia.unm.edu/bekind/index.html#collapseOne
mailto:cbryan@unm.edu
mailto:ianburch@unm.edu
mailto:anajune@unm.edu
mailto:ianburch@unm.edu
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