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Message from Dr. Letteney
To My Faculty Colleagues:
We are living in extraordinary times, and I hope you are all keeping safe and well. I am meeting with our
administrative team by zoom and am keeping up with them by phone and e-mail. Student Services Staff
are working hard to keep in touch with students who have any issues and are preparing for registration,
this Monday, April 13, for intersession, summer, and fall classes.
We are awaiting word on when a Special Legislative Session might take place, and how that will potentially
affect the budget passed this session. And we are awaiting word on when federal assistance from the
CARES Act will come to us to help us and our students through this crisis.
I know you are all working hard to make our students as successful as possible through these difficult
times, and I cannot thank you enough for your dedication. Please feel free to contact me by e-mail,
alicel@unm.edu, or by phone, 681-2950, if you have anything you want to discuss.

DEAN OF
INSTRUCTION
REPORT
Dr. Laura Musselwhite

Message from Dr. Musselwhite
Hello everyone! We have gotten over the hump of the extended break, and now the rest of the semester marches on. Several things have
changed since the last update:
§ Campus is closed until at least April 30.
§ The governor has issued a stay-at-home order until April 30.
§ Graduation is postponed.
§ Summer classes will all be online; however, we hope to still run fall semester in a typical fashion.
As I mentioned in the last update, I am going to hold our end-of-the-year faculty meeting virtually for all who can join in. I will send the
link out soon. Tina Zuniga will Zoom in to give an update on how the student early alert system is doing during this time, and we can
celebrate Andisheh Dadashi’s newly-acquired US citizenship! We won’t need the two hours originally scheduled for the meeting, so we will
start at 10:00am.
I am happy to report that almost all of our faculty searches have been successfully completed. The only one still underway is Biology, and it
is running on the timeline that was intended from the start.
I know we are going to end the year on a different note, one that won’t allow us to celebrate graduation together. Our fidelity to each other
and the student body, however, is undiminished. If anything, it is stronger now than ever. Keep your ears and eyes open for future
announcements about when campus will open, and keep communicating with your students. For many of them, the disruption that has
come as a result of COVID-19 goes far beyond school. This could also be the case for some of our faculty and staff, so be sure to reach
out to each other and celebrate what we have accomplished in a short amount of time and take pride in how far we have come in our
efforts to keep a stable educational environment in place.
See you soon!

President’s Report
By Jerry Godbut

It is hard to believe that we are already at the last Faculty Assembly meeting of the
2019-2020 academic year, although it seems like the past two months have been an
entire year unto themselves. The efforts that we all have made to keep instructing our
students in a new environment and the support we have given each other has been
an inspiration. Thank you for your dedication to our students and to each other. On
that note, let me also thank Chancellor Letteney, Dean Musselwhite, and our various
support staff for their help during this time as well. I am sure we will finish strong,
although it will not seem the same without a graduation ceremony to celebrate at the
end.
The April President’s message is often used to give thanks, and since that ball is
already rolling: Thank you all for the opportunity to serve as your FA president. It’s
been an honor and privilege.
◦ Thank you to the rest of the FEC (Vice President Stephen Takach, Secretary Greg
Barnett, Members-at-Large Juliette Cunico and Kat Gullahorn) for their
assistance. Greg deserves extra props for recording minutes over Zoom.
◦ Thanks to Heather Wood for publishing the newsletter
◦ Thanks to all the committee chairs and members for their work
Let’s hope that the next time we do this, we’re all peeling our clementines and
twisting our Oreos in the same room!
¡Somos Valencia! ¡Somos Lobos! ¡Somos Unidos!

THE DIVISION OF SOCIAL SCIENCES: COMMITMENT,
CONNECTION, CAMARADERIE.
Message from Dr. Julia So

Division of Social Sciences
We have all been busy
zooming around.
See you all in the Fall!
Be safe & be healthy!

Math 1350 with
Andisheh Dadashi
This semester I have created some Statistics Projects for my MATH1350
(Statistics) course. Half of these projects are group work. Despite the
recent life change and course transformation, I have kept the project
unchanged and as exciting as it should be. One of these projects, "Cheesy"
GoldFish was inspired by one of the workshops at the AMATYC
conference that I had attended a couple of months ago. In this project,
students will count all the Smiley and non-Smiley colorful Cheesy
Goldfish to get familiar with the concept of probability, statistical
hypothesis, formulating an analysis plan, and testing the dependency of
two variables in one population using contingency tables. The idea is to
help students to think statistically and choose the best decision toward
solving a problem. Students should be able to go through the process of
formulating an analysis plan and create a statistical hypothesis of their
own. I consider this project a puzzle because there are pieces of
information given to them, and they must figure out how to put them
together. More exciting, in the end, there is a piece that is missing, and
they cannot complete this puzzle until they find that piece.

Math 1350 with Andisheh
Dadashi (Con’t)
For the GoldFish project, I asked students to take a
picture of their GoldFish and explain the process or
their experience. The due date for this project is April
17, but a couple of my students finished the project
earlier and sent me their comments. I like the way some
of the students had their family members, siblings, and
children help them in counting, and it may have created
a fun time for their family during this quarantine
period.
Caitlin Calles: "My siblings and I first divided the
goldfish by color. After we did that, we separated each
group into whether or not the goldfish have smiles.
Then we counted each pile, but I had to stop them from
eating the goldfish!"
Alana Chavez: "I separated all of the goldfish by color
(as it is shown in the picture), then separated the colors
by which had a smile and which did not. It seems there
are more yellow GoldFish than red ones!"

Aida NevarezMath 1350 Student
"This was an activity that
consisted of separated and
counting goldfish crackers into
the different colors the bag
contains. There were also smiley
and not smiley goldfish within
the color category. I am thankful
because I had my children help
me during this fun activity that
we did at home. The children
volunteer to help me as soon as
they know I have to work on
such an entertaining count."

English Program News
Kristian Macaron’s poem, "The Ways
I Hold My Floods," was recently
published in Gargoyle Magazine,
Issue No. 71.

At right: Kristian Macaron, MFA

Writing Center
Report
By Patricia Gillikin, PhD
Seeking Writing Consultants!
I will be hiring new Writing Consultants for the
fall, and I'm asking for names of students you
would recommend. I need people who are kind,
adaptable, and reliable, and I especially need
Spanish speakers. If you don't know a
student's writing but you know they are awesome,
send me their name anyway!--I will write them,
tell them what you said about them, and invite
them to apply to be considered. Email me at
gillikin@unm.edu.

Writing Center Report
Synchronous and Asynchronous
Appointments Now Available
In addition to live online appointments, student
writers can now send drafts to Writing
Consultants and get written comments in
return—these are asynchronous consultations.
The tutors do not grade as a teacher does; as in a
live session, they are instead tutors and peers, and
they respond as readers and with questions.

Writing Center Consultants Learn
Asynchronous Tutoring
The pictures that accompany this report include
ones when the Writing Center Consultants could
meet in person to learn from each other. We can’t
do that now, but we are still meeting and learning.
We meet in video conference every Thursday
afternoon now. On April 2, the topic was
Asynchronous Tutoring, and the consultants
played an active role in synthesizing best practices
and making connections between synchronous
and asynchronous tutoring. We discussed ideas
from the Augusta University Writing Center.
Click here for the strategies.

Strategies for
Asynchronous
Tutoring in the
UNM-Valencia
Writing Center
Thursday, April 2, 2020
Patricia Gillikin
Adapted from the Augusta University Writing
Center

Writing Center Report
(Con’t)
◦ I am extremely proud of the consultants. They’ve
practiced new technologies and thought deeply about
how to do their work in this new way. They’ve
connected with faculty in whose classes they are
embedded and some have made videos or written bios
for those classes.
◦ They are jumping in to the work of online tutoring
with energy and adaptability. All of them, as student
workers, are paid through this semester whether or not
their work can be done from home or whether they do
it; therefore, the work they are putting forth
demonstrates their great generosity.
◦ Above left: This picture was created March 30 in Zoom by the Writing
Consultants as they were discovering practicing the capabilities of
online tools.

Virtual
Reports
from the
Road
By Patricia
Gillikin

Sitting at home, as so many of us are discovering, is strangely
stressful. In spite of having meaningful work to do with the
Writing Center, English instructors, and my own teaching, I have
hungered for connection with other people trying to figure out how
to do it all.
One way I’ve solved this for myself is attending online
presentations, webinars, and even workshops. The International
Writing Centers Association has facilitated a number of such
sessions.

Virtual Reports from the Road (Con’t)
By Patricia Gillikin

A few of these have included:

Tuesday, March 17th: Lauri Barnes, Joanna Beth Tweedy, and Amanda
Temkiewicz, webinar "Suddenly Online: Tools, Training, & Tips to Make the
Transition Work,” Please contact Patricia for a link to these materials.
Over 100 people tuned in for this, and it was a wonderfully timely supplement to
the session Elaine Clark and many others organized for our campus the next day
on the 18th.

Virtual Reports from the Road (Con’t)
By Patricia Gillikin

Friday, March 20: Lauri Barnes, Joanna Beth Tweedy, and Amanda Temkiewicz: "Leading Teams Online."
In the promotion for this webinar, these folks—the same who did the one “Suddenly Online”—were described
as “seasoned professionals who live their leadership online.” It was “designed to support team leads as they
transition their teams online amid the Covid-19/coronavirus pandemic” and “focused on equipping highperforming online teams with approaches, tools, and strategies for communication, team camaraderie, project
management, quality assurance, and trust when working in an online environment.”
This webinar was amazing. I highly recommend checking out the materials in the link below for anyone
working with a group of people online. If you don't have time to watch it all right now, watch from 44:20 to
48:45--on trusting your team. Please contact Patricia for a link to these materials.

Virtual Reports from the Road (Con’t)
By Patricia Gillikin

Wednesday, April 8: Dana Lynn Driscoll, Ph.D., “Self-Care Practices for Writing Center Professionals.”

This webinar focused “on creating a space for writing center professionals to discuss self-care practices that are
central to healthy functioning during this pandemic and beyond.” I was happy to see the focus on “self-care as
professionalization.”
On the same day, I attended a session conducted by Genie Giaimo on writing center wellness and care.

Friday, April 10: Molly Rentscher, Percival Guevarra, Lisa Bell, and Terese Thonus “Needs of Certain
Populations - ELL Writers”

This one is part of the IWCA Mentor/Mentee program. It was especially stunning and thoughtful, and once
the materials from it are available they will be a wonderful resource.

