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Lgalvan2@unm.edu 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is the first part of a college level introduction to Spanish that promotes language 

learning in a cultural context.  This course will develop students’ communicative language with 

clear and comprehensive grammatical coverage by the presentation of functional language, role-

play, small group and personalized activities.  Students will engage in cross-cultural comparisons 

in reading, writing, listening and interview activities.  Students will make connections among 

discipline areas with document readings, internet research and interview activities. This course 

has a pre-requisite of Spanish 101. Failure to meet a prerequisite may result in offending 

students’ being dropped from the class at any time during the term. 

 LEARNING OUTCOMES 

The following are based on the national standards for foreign language learners: 

 

By the end of the course, students will be able to engage in simple exchanges in culturally 

appropriate ways on familiar topics using contextualized words, phrases, common idiomatic 

expressions and simple sentences in highly practiced situations. 

By the end of the course, students will be able to participate in short social interactions in 

culturally appropriate ways in everyday situations by means of asking and answering simple 

questions about people, places, things and other very familiar topics. 

By the end of the course, students will be able to fill out simple forms and schedules with basic 

personal information and write short messages and descriptions about themselves and others 

using learned phrases and expressions such as likes and dislikes in students’ favorite subjects. 

By the end of the course, students will be able to identify the main idea and some details in a 

variety of oral, written texts and media on familiar topics in a variety of formats and genres. 
 

COMMUNICATION: Communication in languages other than English   

Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express emotions, and 

exchange ideas. 

Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

Students present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a 

variety of topics. 
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 COURSE REQUIREMENTS/ATTENDANCE                                                                        

Attendance:  Attendance will be recorded by assignment and discussion submissions. 

Submitting an assignment and participating in discussion checkins will count as class attendance. 

The instructor will keep track of attendance.  A student with excessive absences—15% of total 

class hours—may be dropped from the class.  Students should not assume they will be dropped 

from the class automatically.  Absences do not relieve students from the responsibility for missed 

assignments and exams. Failure to attend the first week of class will result in the student being 

dropped. Moreover, for online classes your Blackboard grammar assignments will be counted as 

attendance and participation. Failure to complete two grammar assignments consecutively on 

Blackboard will be noted as non-attendance and will result in being dropped from the class.                                                                                               

Class Assignments and Participation: There will be weekly activities in class online, both oral 

and written, in which the student is expected to fully participate. Weekly Semana folders will be 

set up with your assignments and additional resources you may need. To access Semana folders, 

go to your Learning Module titled “START HERE WEEKLY” link on the side menu in 

Blackboard. This link will take you directly to the Semana Folder for the course. Read the 

instructions in the Semana folder each week before starting your work. Your grammar 

assignments will require that you view tutorials and read grammar concepts.  

No late work will be accepted. Grammar assignments will become unavailable after the due date. 

Weekly assignments will be due on Sunday before midnight each week.  

Weblinks: Many of the conversation assignments will require you to access a weblink before 

submitting and audio response to your conversation prompt. All weblinks will have the World 

Wide Web icon. Many will require you to listen to audio clips. Make sure your computer 

speakers are turned on. 
                                                                       

Quizzes and Exams: There will be a quiz at the end of each chapter on specific topics at the 

instructor’s discretion. There are no make-up quizzes; however, the instructor will drop the 

lowest quiz score at the end of the semester. Thus, should a student miss a scheduled quiz due to 

unavoidable circumstances, the grading consequences are minimized. Only one 'drop' is allowed. 

There will be a mid-term exam covering material from Lecciones 1-5 and a comprehensive 

mandatory final exam covering the material in Lecciones 6 through 10.   

Quizzes will become unavailable after the due date. Please ensure that you prepare ahead of time 

to complete your quizzes before the due date. All quizzes will be due on a Sunday before 

midnight.  

There will be two presentations assigned during the course; a midterm presentation and a final 

presentation. The specific instructions for both will be located in the appropriate Semana folder. 

It is important to note that aside from posting your presentations to assignments, you will also 

have to post your presentation to the discussion bored for peer review. In order to receive 

credit for your presentations they must be posted to both areas. Most importantly, the 

presentations must be in assignments in order to be graded by the instructor. Failure to 

post the presentations to assignments may result in a zero. No late presentations will be 

accepted. The assignments will become unavailable after their due date.                                                                                           
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Special Needs Accommodations (Americans with Disabilities Act-ADA): Qualified students 

with special learning needs are encouraged to notify the instructor at the beginning of the class 

about any specific assistance that may be required to support the student’s learning.  It is the 

instructor’s intent to assist qualified students with special learning needs by making course 

modifications that will ensure a successful learning experience for the student.   

Students with special needs: Please inform me about any special needs or services you may 

require for a proper learning environment. I will do what I can to accommodate you, Gracias. To 

receive accommodations you must be tested through Equal Access Services to determine your 

needs. You can contact them at 925-8560 or access their website at  HYPERLINK 

"http://www.unm.edu/~vcadvise/equalaccess.htm" 

http://www.unm.edu/~vcadvise/equalaccess.htm 

 

GRADING  The final grade will be a combination of grammar assignments,  class participation, 

quizzes, and final exam.   

Percentages: 

Blackboard Assignments 25% 

Class Average 25% 

Midterm 25% 

Final 25% 

Total 100% 

 

Students must complete all course requirements to earn credit for the course.  According to UNM 

policy, students who fail to complete the requirements will be assigned an F. 

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism:  Academic Dishonesty is any behavior on the part of a 

student that results in that student’s or any other students’ giving or receiving unauthorized 

assistance in an academic exercise or receiving credit for work which is not their own.  Such acts 

include, but are limited to: cheating, plagiarism, falsification/fabrication, unauthorized 

collaboration, or the use of any resource on an assessment which is not allowed by the 

instructor.Students may work with one another on assignments but each must contribute an equal 

share.  In other words, each student must understand the concept and be able to perform the skill 

on his/her own.  Copying or relying on another student for answers is considered cheating. 

If it is found that he or she committed any infractions of dishonest academic process, that he or 

she will lose credit for the assignment or assessment, may be dropped from the course, lose 

credit, and /or Fail the course. 
 

Spanish symbols on the computer: (This only works with numeric keypad) Alt 129=ü  Alt 

130=é   Alt 144=É   Alt 154=Ü   Alt 160=á   Alt 161=í   Alt 162=ó   Alt 163=ú   Alt 164=ñ   Alt 

165=Ñ   Alt 168=¿  Alt 173=¡    
 

http://www.unm.edu/~vcadvise/equalaccess.htm
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OTHER 

Email and messages: 

Please email the instructor via Blackboard messages. If you are unable to get into Blackboard or 

are having difficulties with the system, use Loboweb email or contact the instructor via text or 

voicemail at the number indicated above on the syllabus. For messages or questions pertaining to 

class assignments or other non-personal questions, post a message in the Questions discussion 

forum located in each semana folder.  

Do not email assignments to the instructor unless special arrangements have been made. 

Assignments must be posted to the appropriate link. Emailed assignments will not be accepted or 

graded unless prior arrangements have been made for emergency situations only.  

All resources and assignments must be registered or labeled with your full and legal name. 

Assignments, quizzes, or presentations will not be accepted if they are labeled with another 

name.  

 

¡OJO! Lección=lesson (this is how our text refers to each chapter  

Course Outline: The course outline will be followed closely as outlined below. However, because of 

current events in education or because of circumstances beyond our control some occasional 

changes may occur. The course outline is not set in stone.  

Week 1 Introduction and Contact Information, 
Review Syllabus,  
Lección 1: Vocab, Alphabet, Cardinal 
numbers 0-39, Colors, Days of the week,  
Months and seasons of the year  

 

Week 2  
 

Lección 1:, Subject Pronouns, Present 
indicative of ser  

Week 3   
 

Lección 2: Vocab, Gender and Number, 
Definite and Indefinite articles  

Week 4   
 

Lección 2: Cardinal numbers 31-100, 
Telling time, Present indicative of regular - 
ar verbs  

Week 5  
 

Lección 2: Negative and interrogative 
sentences, possession with de  
 

Week 6  
 

Lección 3: Vocab, Possessive adjectives, 
numbers, Descriptive Adjectives  

Week 7  
 

Lección 3: Present Indicative of –er and –ir 
verbs, Present Indicative of tener and venir, 
The personal a  Midterm 

Week 8  
 

Lección 4: Vocab, Pronouns as objects 
prepositions, Contractions  
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Week 9  
 

Lección 4: Ir a + infinitive, Lección 4: 
Present Indicative of e:ie stem-changing 
verbs, Expressions with tener  

Week 10   
 

Lección 5: Comparative forms, Irregular 
comparative forms, Present Indicative of 
o:ue stem-changing verbs  

Week 11  
 

Lección 5: Present progressive, Uses of ser 
and estar  

Week 12  
 

Lección 5: Weather expressions  

Final December 15, 2017 

 


